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1. ‘tr Bleffed Lord, Jefus of Nazareth, proved ta 

' be the Chrift, from the literal Senfe of the Pro- 
phecies in the Old Teftament. In feveral Letters to the 
Author of the Grounds and Reafons of the Chriftian Religion, 
and of the Scheme of Literal Prophecy confider’'d. Letter I. 
Proving the Chriftian Religion not founded on Fudaifm, 
but on the Love of God to Man, as being the only Way 
to everlafting Happinefs, and eftablifh’d before the Crea- 
tion. Fudaifm inftituted only to manifeft the Mefhah, 
and now abrogated, as having anf{wered the purpofe of 
its Inftitution. 8. 1728. 

2. Anew Italian Grammar, Italian-Englifb, and Encglifh- 
[talian ; which contains a true and eafy method for ac- 
quiring thefe two Languages. With many ufeful Re- 
marks, which are not to be found in any other Gram- 
mar of this Kind. By E Altieri, Author of the Italian 
and Englifh Di&ionary, and Profeflor of the Italian 
Tongue in London. 8vo. 1728. 

3. The Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Mr. Fleury, with the 
Chronology of Mr. Tillemont, in 2 Vols. 4ta Vol. 1. 
contains the three firft Centuries. Vol. II. the 4th 
Century. The third Vol. containing the fifth Century, 
is In the Prefs, and will be finifhed with all convenient 
Speed. 

a A Defence of the Differtation on the Validity of 
the Enelih Ordinations, againft the feveral Anfwers 
made to it, with proper Vouchers for the Fats advan- 
ced in that Work. By the Reverend Father P. F. /e 
Courayer. In 2 Vol. 8vo. Price 125. 

5. Philofophical Tranfaftions, N®. goo. for the 
Months of Ofcber, November, and December, 1727]. con- 
tinued and publifhed by Dr. Rutty, Secretary to the 
Royal Society: 

6. Money eflay'd, or the true Value of it try’d: Ina 
Sermon preach’d before the worfhipful Society of Mer- 
chants in the City of Briffol. By Charles Brent, A. M.- 
Rektor ot Chrift-Church and of St. Werburge in the faid 
City, afd Canan Retidentiary of St. David's. Publifh’d 
at the Defire of the Society. Sco. | 

7. Puffendorfs Law of Nature and Nations, abridg’d 
fromthe Original. In 2 Vols. Suva By F. Spavan, M. A. 















































JOHN CONDUIT, Eq; 
Matter of His Majefty’s Mint. 


SIR, 


F there be any merit in this Abfivact of Sir 
Isaac NewTon’s Chronology, tio one has 
fo juft a title to it as yourfelf; fince by prefeuting 
zt to you, I do but return you in gratitude a part 
of that invaluable work, for which the whole 
learned world flands highly obliged to your care. 
Nor foall I need to be afoamed of my offering, if 
the execution be found equal to the defign of this 
fimall performance: for our Great Mafter bas fo 
thoroughly exbaufied all Science, that the bigheft 
praife now to be hoped for, ts that of underftand~ 
dug what he has taught, and explaining it to otbers. 
If kuowledge be the proper food of fouls, it was 
time indeed for bim to remove: nothing more was 
to be learnt bere, and be bas now only fhifted bis 
flatiou, to take a nearer view of the Great Crea- 
tor, in the full Iimmenfity of bis Works, which 
on earth were bis fiudy and delight. 


With what pleafure could I dwell on the Excel- 
Jencies of that wonderful Man! If be was not 
fomething more, who could comprebend in bis vat 
Mind 









































DEDICATION. 


Mind the various relations of things paft, prefent, 
and to come, with fo much clearne/s, as to fee them 
almoft by intuition. But it is needle{s to enlarge 
| upon a Character (0 univer[ally known and admired ; 
| e/pecially to you, Sir, who bad the fingular bappi- 

| nes of living long in intimacy and friendfbip with 
bim : a bappine{s envied indeed by many, but which 
: few could have enjoyed with fo exquifite a relifb. 
+ That required a Mind furnifhed with an extenfive 
Ms variety both of folid and polite learning ; and, 
which is ftill more valuable and uncommon, a Mind 
refembling bis own in that piety to God, that be- 
nevolence to mankind, that meekne/s, that modefty, 
and every other amiable virtue, which gave anew 
luftve to bis foining talents: in fbort, fuch an one 
as Sir Isaac Newton himfelf would have 
chofen for bis friend, bis companion, bis ally and 
fucceffor. This choice, Sir, were your charaéter 
no otherways diftinguifbed, points you out to uni- 
verfal efieem and refpect: full of which I have 


the fincereft pleafure in profeffing my/elf, 





S1R, 


Your moft Obedient, and 


moft Humble Servant. 
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Chronicle, from the firft Memory of Things 
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Newton. London: Printed for F. 
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Hines’ may not improperly be compa- 


F red to a rich ftore-houfe, wherein are 
laid up, for the pleafure and advantage of fuc- 
ceeding ages, all the experience and improve- 
ments of former ones in Sciences, in the arts 
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of peace and war, and whatever, in fhort, re- 
gards the happinefs of fociety 7. But for want 
of Chronology, all thofe valuable treafures are 
nothing but a wild confufed chaos, without con- 
nection, order, or beauty. 

This Work therefore is not only exceeding 
ufeful, but every other way worthy of its illu- 
ftrious Author. ‘The fame judgment, accuracy 
and penetration, which diftinguifh all his o- 
ther performances, are no lefs confpicuous 
in this. But the Reader will be furprized 
at that profufion of facred and profane Learn- 
ing wherewith he has enriched it, and which 
one would not have believed his application to 
ftudies of a different nature, at leaft his prodi- 
gious attainments in them, could have allowed 
him time to acquire. All the ancient Peets, 
Hiftorians and Criticks, are brought in to con- 
tribute their affiftance ; and, like fome skilful 
Alchymift, he has changed even the drofs of the 
Rabbins into gold. Yet, whiie he fupports his 
opinions with all the arguments that the whole 
compafs of Science can furnifh, he always pro- 
pofes them with the utmoft caution ; and by a 
modefty peculiar to fuperior talents, fets a be- 
coming example to thofe of a lower rank ; but 
perhaps as difficult for human nature to imitate, 
as any other part of his character. 

Though the fubjeét will not admit of mathe- 
matical demonftration ; for the Principles we 
muft proceed upon being only probable, the 


* Liv. in Procem. Hoc illud eft precipue in cognirione 
rerum falubre ac frugiferum, omnis te exempli docu- 
menta in illuftri pofira monumento intueri : inde tibl 
tuxque reipublice quod imitere capias; inde feedum in- 
cepsu, foedum exitu quod vites, 
cons 
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conclufions cannot be infallibly certain: yet his 
arguments are fo numerous, and each of them 
fo cogent, that they force our affent to the con- 
fequences he draws from them. The chain is 
indeed fometimes fo long, that ordinary capa- 
cities will be in danger now and then of drop- 
ping a link, and lofing the connection ; but to 
fuch as have a fufficient ftrength of genius, thofe 
labours of thought will be only a pleafing exer- 
cife, which, to minds of a weaker conftitution, 
would prove an unfurmountable fatigue. Such, 
however, will find a very agreeable entertainment 
from his account of the heathen Mythology, of 
the origin and progrefs of arts and fciences, 
and a variety of curious obfervations of feveral 
kinds, which he has interfperfed throughout the 
whole work. The generous and good-natured 
mind, in particular, will be pleafed to find him 
lofe no opportunity of inftilling thofe principles 
of virtue and humanity, which, both by his con- 
duct and his writings, appear to have been al- 
ways uppermoft in his heart. He feverely con- 
demns > ad oppreffion, and every kind of cruelty, 
even to brute beafts ; he inculcates mercy, cha- 
rity, and the indifpenfable duty of doing good, 
with the greateft warmth ; and fhows that an 


abborrence of idolatry and perfecution was one of 


the earlieft laws of the divine Legiflator ; that 
in thefe things confifted the Morality of the 
jirft ages, the primitive Religion both of Fews 
and Chriftians, and that this ought to be the 
flanding Religion of all Natious, it being both 
for the bonour of God, and the good of Soctety. 
The Divine efpecially will find this treatife of 
confiderable ufe to him, as it fets the connection 


*Chronol. p. 187, & feq. 
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of facred and profane Hiftory in a new and 
clear light, and will furnifh him with many 
curious hints for the illuftration of feveral texts 
of Scripture, not to be found in the moft cele- 
brated Commentators. A Gentleman, who is 
one of the brighteft ornaments both of this 
Nation and Church, faid of Sir Lfaac in his 
life-time, that be was the beft Divine and Com- 
meitator oit the Bible be bad ever met with. 


To this general account, I fhall only add the 
reflection which Mr. Conduitt very juftly makes 
upon this work, in his elegant Dedication of it 
to Her Majefty. ‘* The Author himfelf has 
“© acquainted the Publick, that the following 
¢ treatife was the fruit of his vacant hours, and 
“‘ the relief he fometimes had recourfe to, 
°¢ when tired with his other ftudies. What an 
&¢ idea does it raife of his abilities, to find that 
“<¢ a work of fuch labour and learning, as would 
“have been a fufficient employment and glory 
“° for the whole life of another, was to him di- 
** verfion only and amufement ! 

As the abridgment of this work made by Sir 
Ifaac himfelf, is hardly any thing more than a 
chronicle of the chief events in ancient Hiftory, 
reduced to their proper periods, it does f{carcely, 
if at all, interfere with the following extract, 
wherein my chief aim fhall be to give the Reader 
a diftinét view of the foundations and main 
pillars upon which this new fyftem of Chrono- 
logy is built ; that by feeing them at once, in 
as narrow a compafs as poffible, and fometimes 
in a new light, he may the better judge of 
their folidity. Nor will it be amifs to. illu- 
{trate fome of the moft remarkable fadts as 
they occur, for the fake of thofe who are 
not thoroughly verfed in antiquity. . 

4 In 
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In order to clear his way, our Author begins 
with informing us of the State wherein he found 
Chronology, which he deduces from its origin. 
There is, he obferves, the utmoft uncertainty 
in the Chronology of antient kingdoms, arifing 
trom the vanity of each in claiming the greateft 
Antiquity, while thofe pretenfions were favoured 
by their having no exatt accounts of time. The 
Europeans in particular had no Chronology be- 
fore the Perfian Empire © ; and whatever they 
now have of antienter times hath been framed 
fince by reafoning and conjecture. ‘The Anti- 
quities of the Greeks are full of Fables, becaufe 
all their writings were in verfe only ¢, from 
which fiction is infeparable, till the conqueft of 
Afia by Cyrus the Perfian; about which time ° 
Pherecydes Syrius, and Cadmus Milefius intro- 
duced Profe. About the end of the reign of 
Darius Hyftafpis £, Pherecydes Athenienfis 
wrote ten Books of the Antiquities of the Athe- 
nians, which he digefted by Genealogies. Epi- 
menides the Hiftorian followed his example; and 
Hellanicus, who was twelve years older than 
Herodotus t, regulated his Hiftory by the Ages 
or Succeffions of the Priefteffes of Juno Argiva. 
Others digefted theirs by thofe of the kings of 
Sparta, or of the Archons of Athens. Hippias 
the Elean, about 30 years before the fall of the 
Perfian Empire & publifhed a lift of the Olympic 


¢ It began 536 years before Chr. 

4 Plut. de Pyth. Orac. Idem in Solon, & Diog. Laert, 
in Solon. 

¢ Plin. H.N. 1. 7. c& 56. & 15. c.29. Jofeph. contr. 
Apion. fub init. 

f He died before Chr. 485. 

} He was 53 years old when the Peloponnefian war 
begun ; before Chrift 431. 

é It was deftroyed by Alexander the Creat 332 years 
befors Chrift. 

S 3 Victors ; 
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Victors; but fupported it by no certain argu- 
ments’. Then Ephorus 5, the difciple of Ifo- 
crates, formed a Chronological Hiftory of 
Greece, from the return of Heraclides into Pe- 
loponnefus to the fiege of Perinthus in the 
2oth year of Philip of Macedon‘. But ftill he 


 digefted things by Generations, and the reckon 


ing by Olympiads, or any other Era, was not 
yet inufe. ‘The Arundelian marbles were come 
pofed 60 years after the death of Alexander the 
Great, (2 e. An. 4. Olymp. 128. *) yet mention 
neither the Olympiads, nor any other ira, but 
reckon backward from the time then prefent. 
But in the next Olympiad Timeus Siculus 
wrote an hiftory down to his own times, ac- 
cording to the Olympiads; comparing the E- 
phori, the kings of Sparta, the Archons of A- 
thens, and the Priefteffes of Argos with the O- 
lympic Viétors, fo as to make the Olympiads, 
the Genealogies, and the Succeffions of Kings, 
Archons, Priefteffes, and poetical hiftories fuit 
with one another to the beft of his judgment. 
Where he left off Polybius began. Eratofthe- 
nes wrote above 100 years after the death of A- 
lexander the Great !. He was followed by A- 
pollodorus ; and thefe two, who like the reft 
computed by generations ™, have been the 
guides of all writers ever fiace. ‘Their Chro- 


* Plut. in Numa. 

% Diodor. lib. 16. 

1 Before Chrift 340. 

k The firft Olymp. begun in the year 776. before Chr, 
Alexander died An. 1. Olymp. 114. After Solomon's 
death 655. Before Chrift 324. ‘The Arundelian Mar- 
bles were compofed only 264 years before Chrift. 

1 Before Chrift 224. 

; ™ Diod, J, 1, in Proem, & Plut. in Lycurg. fub 
NI, 
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nology however was very doubtful ; and indeed 
was fo reputed ™ by the Greeks themfelves. 

As for the Latins, theirs was ftill more un- 
certain®. Their old Records were burnt by 
the Gauls P 120 years after the expulfion of 
their kings, 64 years before the death of Alex- 
ander the Great 4; and Q, Fabius Pictor * their 
oldeft hiftorian lived too years later than that 
king, and took almoft every thing from Diocles 
Peparethius a Greek. 

The Chronologers of Gaul, Spain, Germany, 
Scythia, Swedeland, Britain and [reland are of 
a date {till later: for Scythia beyond the Danube 
had no letters, till Ulphilas their bifhop tormed 
them, about 600 years after the death of Alex- 
ander the Great s; Germany had none, till it re- 
ceived them from the Weftern Empire of the 
Latins, above 7oo years after that king’s death ¢. 
The Huns had none in the days of Procopius, 
850 years after Alexander’s death *. Sweden 
and Norway received them ftill later. Now 
things faid to be done 100, or 200 years before the 
ufe of Letters, are not much to be credited. 

After this account of the Origin of Chrono- 
logy, our Author enquires into the methods of 
computation by which the periods of hiftory have 
hitherto been determined. The Antients digeit- 
ed all things by Generations or Succeffions, as has 
been fhown, and their reckonings are ftilJ followed 


n Plut. in Licurg. & Solon. 

© Id.in Romul. & Num. Serv. ad Aineid, 7. Ve 678s 
P Diodor. I. 1. 

§ Before Chrift 388. 

* Plut. in Rom, before Chrift 224: 

s About A. D. 276. 

* About A, D. 400. 

* About A, D. $30. 
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by the Moderns. Now, fays Sir aac, the E- 
gyptians, the Greeks, and the Latins, all rec- 
koned the Reigns of kings equipollent to Genera- 
tions of men, and three of them to roo years. 
‘This was the foundation of the Technical Chro- 
nology of the Antients; and accordingly they 
have made the kings of Rome, Sicyon, Argos, 
Sparta, Meflene, Arcadia, and others who lived 
before the Perfian Empire, reign one with ano- 
ther between 35 and 40 years apiece, and fome 
a great deal more: which is a length fo much 
beyond the ordinary courfe of nature, as is not 
to be credited. For according to that, fays he, 
kings reign, one with another, about 18 or 20 
years apiece; if fome reign longer, others reign 
a fhorter fpace. And that this is the true medi- 
um, he proves beyond contradiction from the 
certain hiftories of all nations fince Chronology 
has been exact. He owns indeed, that Genera- 
tious from fatber to fon may be reckoned, one 
with another, at about 33 years apiece, or three 
of them to 100 years *. But if you take them 


by 


* "Tis a little furprifing, that the French Critic fhould 
fo grofsly have miftaken Sir Ifaac here, as if he pre- 
tended that a Generation 1s to be valued at no more than 
18 or 20 years: whereas he only proves that Generations 
and Reigns are not equivalent; and the very arguments 
adduced to confute Sir Ifaac, are a confirmation of the 
medium of 33 years, afligned by him as the value of a 
Generation. I cannot pafs one inftance of our Critic’s 
Accuracy. From the Birth of Hugh Capet in 940, {ays he, 
to the Death of Louis XII. in 1515. ave 673 (inftead of 575) 
years, and 17 Generations; which is at the rate of 40 (in- 


flead of 34) years apiece; and from thence he concludes, 


shat Generations may rife to go years. As to what he 
adds, that we muft fuppofe the antient Chronolozers valued 
Generations according to the courfe of mature in their days :- If 
this Gentleman had made the leaft refle€tion upon the 

| method 
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by the e/deft fons they will be fhorter y, fo that 
three of them may be computed at about 75 or 
So years. Now the Reigus of Kings are ftill 
fhorter ; becaufe they are fucceeded not only 
by their eldeft fons, but fometimes by their 
brothers; and fometimes they are flain or depo- 
fed, and fucceeded by others of an equal or 
greater age, efpecially in eleétive or turbulent 
kingdoms. So that from reafon, as well as hi- 
ftory, 18 or 20 years muft be allowed a juft me- 
dium. 

Before we come to fhow, how the Author 
applies this medium to the fixing of any parti- 


method he himfelf took, and indeed the only one that 
can be taken, to fix the value of a Generation, (viz. by 
dividing a certain {pace of time by the number of Ge- 
nerationsthat have lived in it) he would have found it 
was impoffible for the firft Chronologers to do it with 
any accuracy, feeing they had no exact accounts of time. 

¥ In fuch fort of computations it is neceflary to fup- 
pofe, 1. That all men live, at a medium, an equal 
number of years. 2. That they all marry, ata medium, 
at acertain age. Now the length of a Generation, 
that is, the excefs of a fon’s life above his father’s, will 
be always exattly equal to the father’s age when thar 
fon was born ; and confequently the Generations by the 
eldeft fons will be the fhorteft. Asto the age at which 
the Antients married, we may eafily allow, that in thofe 
days, when Princes were not confined to Royal Families 
only, but married where they liked, and when the 
fimplicity of their manners made love and beauty, ra- 
ther than fortune and quality, the motives of their choice, 
they were fathers generally a pretty while before the 33d 
year of their age; and probably as fcon as men are now, 
or fooner; elfe why did Lycurgus advife that men 
fhould not marry till 3c, thar fo their children might be 
ftrong and vigorous? or why did Hefiod, Oper. & Di. 
v. 693. recommend it to his brother to marry about 30 
years of age, not much fooner, nor much later, a maid 
of about 20 or 21? not a young virgin of 15 years, 
which feems to be Mr. Cook’s Taft, but was not Heliod’s, 
though he palms it upen him. 
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cular event, it will be very proper to have a ge- 
neral idea of his plan. Sir [aac therefore pitches 
upon four remarkable periods, whereby he de- 
termines all the reft. I. The Return of the He-~ 
raclides 2 into Peloponnefus. If. The taking of 
Troy, which Thucydides, and the Antients de- 
fore bim exprefsly fay was 80 years before that 
Return. 2. Oxylus, grandfon to 'Thoas who was 
at the Trojan War, returned with the Heraclides. 
3. Oreftes, the fon of Agamemnon, was but a 
youth at the taking of Troy, and his fons Pen- 
thilus and 'Tifamenes lived till the return of the 
Heraclides. II. The <Argenautic Expedition 4, 

which 


z Euryftheus, the fon of Sthenelus King of Mycena, 
in the Peloponnefus (now the Morea) was the mortal 
enemy of Hercules the Argonaut, whom he probably 
looked upon as his rival, and in order to rid himfelf of 
the man he feared, put him upon his twelve celebrated 
labours ; but contrary to his hopes, the hero came off 
victorious in allof them. After the death of Hercules, 
(who is faid to have burnt himfelf alive, that he might 
put an end to the torments he fuffered by the poifoned 
fhirt his wife had fent him) Euryftheus continued to 
perfecute the Heraclides his defcendants, and drove 
them quite out of the Peloponnefus ; but at laft, after 
feveral unfuccefsful attempts, the fourth Generation re- 
covered their country, and their fortunes. 

@ Phryxus flying with his fifter Helle from the rage of 
their ftepmother Ino the daughter of Cadmus, and wife 
of their father Athamas a little King in Beeotia, went on 
board a fhip, whofe enfign wasa golden Ram, and failed to 
Colchis (now Mingrelia, part of Georgia) where Ae- 
tes was King. Helle was drowned by the way in that 
fea which from her was called the Hellefpent, now the 
Straits of Gallipoli, or the Dardanelles. This gave oc- 
cafion to the poetical fable, that a Ram with a golden 
Fleeee fwam away with them to Colchis; and that the 
Argonauts undertook their famed expedition in order to 
feize that Fleece. Some are of opinion, that the whole 
of this account is fabulous. But Sir Ifaac.is not of that 

2 . | | number, 
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which was one Generation earlier than the taking 
of Iroy. 1. Thucydides and the Antients af- 
firm it. 2. Hercules the Argonaut and Andre- 
mon married two fifters; and Thoas, fon of 
the latter, warred at Troy®. 3. A little be- 
fore the Argonautick Expedition, 'Thefeus being 
about go years old, ftole Helena, who was then 
but 7, others fay 10° Her brothers Caftor and 
Pollux returning from the Argonautick Expedi- 
tion, releafed her, and fhe was afterwards the 
occafion of the Zrojan Wart. IV. TheReturn 


of Sefoftris * znto Egypt after his wars in Thrace, 
which was but one Generation before the Argo- 
nautick Expedition. For 1. in his return to E- 


number. He thinks that the Argonautick Expedition 
was an Embafly fent by the Greeks, during the inteftine 
divifions of Egypt in the reign of Amenophis, te per- 
fuade the nations upon the coafts of the Euxine and 
Mediterranean feas, to take that opportunity of fhaking 
off the yoke of Egypt, which Sefoftris had laid upon 
them : and that the fetching the Golden Fleece was only 
a pretence to cover their true defign. I cannot oinit the 
pleafant fancy of Suidas, that the Golden Fleece was a 
book of fheep-skin or parchment, containing the fecret 
how to make Gold; or, as our modern Alchymifts will 
have it, the Philofopher’s Stone. 

b Paul. l. 5. c 4. 

¢ Apollon. Argon. |. 1. ver. rot. 

+ We may add from Apollon. Arg. 1. 1. ver. 588. 
That when Chiron’s wife came with him to wifh the 
Argonauts a good voyage, fhe had Achilles in her arms, 
whofe father Peleus was one of the Argonauts, as was 
alfo 'Telamon the father of Ajax, &7c. 

* Sefoftris K. of Egypt made war fuccefsfully upon 
India, the Affyrians, Medes and Scythians ; he conquer- 
ed befides feveral Parts of Africa, Phoenicia, Syria, and 
all the Provinces of Afia minor, with Thrace and Col- 
chis. His army was at laft routed in Greece by Perfcus, 
and this lofs (together with the attempts of his brother 
Danaus to ufurp the Throne in his abfence) obliged 
him to return in the 9th year of his Expedition. 
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gypt he left Metes in Colchis, who reigned 
there till the Argonaatick Expedition. 2. He 
alfo left his nephew Prometheus to guard the 
pafs at Mount Caucafus, who after 30 years 
{tay there, was releafed by Hercules the Argo- 
naut. 45. Phlyas and Eumedon, fons of the 
great Bacchus (fo the Poets call Sefoftris, as 
the Author fhows in another place) and of A- 
riadne the daughter of Minos, were Argonauts. 
4. At his return into Egypt, his brother Da- 
naus with his §0 daughters f fled from him into 
Greece in a long fhip, after the model of which 
the fhip Argo was built, Argus the fon of Da- 
naus being the mafter-builder. 5. Nauplius the 
Argonaut was the fon of Amymone daughter to 
Danaus, and of Neptune the brother and admi- 
ral of Sefoftris. 6. Two of the daughters of 
Danaus married Archander and Archilites, the 
fons of Acheus, fon of Creufa, daughter of E- 
rechtheus king of Athens : therefore they were 
three Generations younger than Erechtheus, and 
confequently contemporary with Thefeus who 
was fo too; being the fon of Egeus, the adopt- 
edfon of Pandion, fon of the fame Erechtheus. 
Now Thefeus was about 50 years of age at the 
time of the Argonautick Expedition, as was 
{aid above. Seeing therefore the daughters of 
Danaus were contemporary with Thefeus, and 
fome of their fons Argonauts, it follows that the 
Return of Sefoftris into Egypt, and the Flight 
of Danaus thereupon into Greece, muft have 
happened about one Gewervation before the Argo- 
nautick Expedition. 'Thus, you fee, as all the 
particular events in ancient Hiftory are reterred 

+ Danaus having formed a defign to feize his bro- 
ther’s Crown, in erder to fecure it, commanded his 
so daughters to murder all their husbands, who were 
the fons of Sefoftris. They all obeyed him but one ; 
and thereupon Danaus made his efcape with them into 
Greece. to 
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to one or other of thefe four celebrated peri- 
ods, fo thefe periods have fuch a mutual con- 
nection with one another, that the value of a 
Generation being once fettled, whatever argu- 
ment fixes one of them, determines the other 
three at the fame time ; and by means of them, 
the chronology of every particular faét recorded 
in hiftory. 

I. The firft which the Author endeavours 
to fix,: is that of the Return of the Hera- 
vaclides: The ancient Chronologers placed it 
379. years before the end of the firft Meffenian 
war, computing the time, as ufual, from the 
ten Kings of Sparta by one race, and the nine 
contemporary ones by the other ?,. the ten of 
Meffene, and the nine of Arcadia, who all reign- 
ed in that interval ; which is at the rate of 38 
years apiece to the ten, and 42 apiece to the 
nine. Now at our Author’s medium, that {pace 
of 379 years muft be reduced to 180 or 190. 

2. Sir Ifaac confirms this reckoning by ano- 
ther argument. Euryleon, the fon of Ageus 
commanded the main body of the Meffenians ¢ 

in 


¢ Ariftodemus, who brought back the Heraclides, died 
foon after their return. His fons Euryfthenes and Pro- 
cles drove Penthilus and 'Tifamenus, the fons of Oreftes, 
out of Lacedemon, where they and their Defcendants 
reigned for many generations two and two together. Of 
the two younger brothers of Ariftodemus, Temenus had 
Argos and Mycenz, and Crefphontes had Meffenia. 

© Mefienia was a very fertile Province in Pelopon- 
nefus, (now the Morea) the Capital whereof was Mef- 
fene ; at prefent an inconfiderable borough called Bel- 
videra. The inhabitants had carried away by force 
fome Spartan maids, and killed King Teleclus who de- 
manded the reftitution of them ; whereupon the Lace- 
dzmonians made war upon them, and after twenty 
years fubdued them. They continued to ferve the 
Spartans 39 years, till Ariftomenes perfuaded them to 
yevolt. But after iq years ftruggle, they were urrerly 
defeated, and to avoid death or flayery, fled by fea to 
Sici- 
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in the sth year of the firft Meffenian warf. He 
was in the sth Generation trom Oiolicus the 
fon of Theras 8, in the days of whom (Theras) 
the Heraclides returned ; and confequently, from 
their return to the sth year of this war were fix 
Generations, which, as the Author conceives, 
being moftly by the eldeft fons, can fearce ex- 
ceed thirty years a-piece 4, and fo may amount 
to 170 or 180 years. This war lafted 19 or 20 
years, whereof add the laft 15 (having already 
reckoned to the 5th) and there will be about 190 
years, as above, from the Return of the Hera- 
clides to the end of the firft Meffenian war. 
Whereas thofe that follow the Greeks make it 
379 years, which is above 60 years to a Genera- 
tion. * 


Sicily, where they gave the name of Meffana to the 
City ftill called Meffina. 

f Pauf. l. 4. c. 13. p. 28. &c. 7. p. 296. & 1.3.0.15. 
Pp 245: 

é Id. 1. 4. c. 7. p- 296. 

h Or rather they could fcarce amount to fo much; 
unlefs it be pretended, that nature was fo very backward 
in thofe days, that men were generally 30 years old be- 
fore they had any children. See note ¥ on pag. 261. So 
that there is no occafion to infift upon thefe Generations 
being by the eldeft fons ; the fecond or third will do. 

i Of thefe two arguments, the firft is a computation 
by the mean length of the Reigns of Kings, and the fecond 
by the mean value of a Generation, both applied to the 
fame interval of time. You fee they coincide fo nearly, 
as to be a ftrong proof that both the mediums the Au- 
thor ufes are juft and agreeable to the courfe of nature. 
Thefe arguments do indeed prepare the way for fixing 
the period of the Return of the Heraclides, by bringing 
that event 189 years lower than it has hitherto been 
placed ; but the chief ufe of them is to determine the 
time when the firft Meffenian War ended, when once that of 
the Return of the Heraclides is fettled, 


3. Ker 
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3. Xerxes, in the 6th year of his reign*, 
fought the battle of Thermopylae, and flew Leo- 
nidas, the 17th King of Sparta from the Re- 
turn of the Heraclides, by one race'. Leuty- 
chides II. was at the fame time the 17th King 
of Sparta by the other race ™, and died foon 
after Leonidas. The 14 reigns, at 20 years a- 
piece one with another, make up 340 years; 
which counted backward from the 6th of Xerxes, 
and allowing a year or two more for the wars of 
the Heraclides, and the fhort reign of Ariftode- 
mus, will place their return 159 years after the 
death of Solomon, 820 before Chrift, and 46 
before the firft Olympiad. But the followers of 
the Greeks have fet it 280 years earlier, which 
is at the rate of 37 years toa Reign, a greater 
medium than ought to be allowed for the length 
even of a Generation. Now, fays the Author, 


k An. I. Olymp. 74. bef. Chr. 480. He entred Greece 
with an army of eight hundred thoufand men, by a 
bridge which he made over the Hellefpont. When he 
came to the Straits of Thermopyle (a narrow pafs, now 
called Boca di lupo, in mount Oeta, now Banima) which 
was the Key to Greece, he found them guarded by Leo- 
nidas with a very fmall force. He and his 300 Spar- 
tans, being forfaken by their Allies, bravely facrificed 
their lives in defence of their country ; but fell rather 
overcome by the fatigue of conquering than by the 
valour of the enemy, of whom an incredible number 
were flain. At the fame time the Athenians obtained a 
fignal yittory over the Perfian fleet at Salamis, which 
being alfo exceedingly weakened by ftorms and thip- 
wrecks, Xerxes was foterrified, that he retired precipi- 
tately into Perfia. However, he left his army under the 
command of Mardonius his brother-in-law, who at firft 
carried on the war with great fuccefs, and burnt A- 
thens ; but foon after both he and his troops were cut to 
pieces by Paufanias and Ariftides at the famous battel 
of Platez. : 

! Herodot. 1, 7. » Id, 1. 8 
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this being the computation upon which the 
Chronology of the times before the Perfian Em- 
pire was founded, thefe times are to be fhortned in 
the proportion of almoft two to one: for thofe 
that follow the death of Cyrus are not much 
amifs. 


4. Socrates died three years after the end of 
the Peloponnefian War, and Plato ° introdu- 
ceth him faying, that the Injtitutions of Lycur- 
gus were but of 300 years fianding, or not much 
more. ‘Thucydides P alfo, in the reading fol- 
lowed by Stephanus, faith, that rhe Lacedemo- 
nians bad from antient times ufed good laws, and 
been free from tyranny ; and that from the. time 


they bad ufed one and the fame adminiftration of 


the Commonwealth to the end of the Peloponnefian 
War, were 300 years, and a few more. Count 
300 years back from the end of the Peloponne- 
fian War, and. the Legiflature of Lycurgus will 
fall upon the 19th Olympiad: And, according 
to Socrates, it might be upon the 22d or 23d 4. 

Again; 


n The Lacedemonians, always jeaious of the growing 
power of Athens, ftirred up feveral States to join with 
them in a war againft their rivals. The Thebans begun 
it, An. 2. Olymp. $7, and 431 bef. Ch. by feizing Pla- 
tez which belonged to the Athenians. Upon this the 
Peloponnefian War enfued between the latter and the 
Spartans, in which all Greece was engaged on the one fide 
or the other. It lafted 27 years, and ended with the ta- 
king of Athens by Lyfander, General of the Spartans, 
who eftablifhed the 30 'Tyrants in it, An. 1. Olymp. 94. 
and 404 bef. Chr. Socrates died 401 bef. Ch. 

° In Minoe. PL. 1. p. 13. 

q The great Author feems to be miftaken here. Fors 
fuppofing Socrates to have faid what lhe here relates on 
the day of his death, it will place the Legiflature of 
Lycurgus, at loweft, on An. 4. Olymp. 19. But if So- 


crates be fuppofed to have faid this at any other time of 
his 
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Again; Athenzus ‘ tells us from antient Au- 
thors, that Lycurgus was contemporary with 
Terpander, who was the firft that obtained the 
victory at the Caruéa, a folemnity of mufick in- 
ftituted at Sparta in honour of Apollo in the 
26th Olympiad. He overcame four times in 
thofe Pythic Games, and therefore lived at leaft 
till the 29th Olympiad: and beginning to flou- 
rifh in the days of Lycurgus, it is not likely 
that the latter began to flourifh much before the 
18th Olympiad s. Again; Iphitus reftored ra« 
cing in the firft Olympiad t ; the double Stadinm 
was added in the 14th ; and in the 18th Wreftling 
and the Quinguertium were introduced. Now the 
Difc was one of the games of the Quénquertium ; 
and as there were three Difcs kept in the Olym- 


his life, efpecially if you make any allowance for the 
words, not much more ; and thofe others of Thucydides, 
a few more, inftead of bringing the Legiflature of Ly- 
curgus down to thé 22d or 23d Olympiad, you muf put 
it back tothe 16th or 17th. However, this miftake does 
not affe& the main force of the argument, as we fhall 
fee; and befides, an Olympiad or two are not worth 
difputing. FL. 14 p. 605. 

s For between the beginning of the 18th Olympiad 
and that of the 29th, are 44 years. 

* Pauf. 1. 5.c.8. Becaufe [ find fome do nor under- 
ftand how Iphitus could refore the Olympic Games on the 
frft Olympiad, it will be proper to obferve here that 
Hercules Ideus, in memory of the war between Saturn 
and Jupiter, inftiruted Racinz, and ordered the victor to 
be rewarded with a crown of olive. Thcy were after- 
wards celebrated by many others in triumph for vitto- 
ries; but at no fet time, fo that they were often inter- 
mitted for a long while, till at laft Iphitus having refto- 
red them made them quadrennial; and from hence be- 
gan the firft Olympiad 776 years before Chrift. Thefe 
games, and Jupiter to whom they were inftituted, had 
the name of Oiympic from Olympia, a place in Elea 
upon the confines of Pifa, where they were celebrated, 
and where there was a temple.and an altar erected to 
Jupiter. 

APRIL 1728. T pic 
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pick Treafury at Altis ", having the name of 
Lycurgus upon them, ’tis a proof that they were 
given by him at the inftitution of the Quinquer- 
tium, and confequently that he flourifhed in the 
18th Olympiad. ‘The Author’s intention in 
fettling the Age of Lycurgus with fo much 
precifion, is in order to determine that of Poly- 
dectes and Agefilaus Kings of Sparta... For Po- 
lydectes being killed before the birth of his fon 
Charilaus, lett the kingdom to his brother Ly- 
curgus, who upon the birth of Charilaus became 
tutor to the young Prince, and till he grew up 
travelled into Crete and Afia™. Upon his re- 
turn he publifhed his laws Cfuppofe in the 22d 
or 23d Olmypiad, for he was then growing old) 
in the reign of Agefilaus King of Sparta, by 
the other branch. Now from the Return of the 
Heraclides to the death of Agefilaus were fix 
Reigns, |and as many from the fame Return to 
the death of Polydettes ; which at 20 years 
a-piece, one with another, make 120 years, 
befides the fhort reign of Ariftodemus, father 
to Euryfthenes and Procles, the heads of the 
two races of Spartan Kings, which might be a 
year or two *. When Polydectes and Agefilaus 


u Pauf.l. 6.c. 9. Here the Author expofes the igno- 
rance of fome of the Antients, and the weaknefs of their 
reafonings in Chronology. For notwithftanding the 
evidence of what is here advanced, Ariftotle, and others 
after him, finding the name of Lycurgus upon the O- 
lympic Difc, concluded him to have been contemporary 
with Iphitus; as if all the Olympic Games had been in- 
rroduced in the firft Olympiad. Afterwards the Genealo- 
gifts made both of them 112 years older than the firft 
Olympiad. | 

w He was the firft that brought Homer’s Poems into 
Greece. 

x Herod. 1.6. c §2. 


died 

















Art. 22. the Republick of Letters. 291 


died is not certain ; but it is to be fuppofed Ly- 
curgus did not meddle with the Olympic Games 
before the government fell into his hands. Po- 
lydectes therefore died in the beginning of the 
18th Olympiad, or a very little while before. 
Agefilaus furvived him fome time ; for the laws 
of Lycurgus were publifhed in his reign. Sup- 
pofe then the 2oth Olympiad in or very near 
the middle time between the deaths of thefe 
two Kings, and from thence count back the a- 
forefaid 120 years, and one or two more for the 
fhort reign of Ariftodemus, the Return of the 
Heraclides will be 45 or 46 years before the firft 
Olympiad ¥. 


5. Iphitus, who reftored the Olympic games, 
is by fome reckoned the fon of Hemon; by o- 
thers, the fon of Praxonidas the fon of He- 
mon. Paufanias % fays he was de/cended from 
Oxylus the fon of Hemon. Hence our Author 
thinks we may reconcile thefe different accounts, 
by faying that Iphitus was the fon of Praxoni- 
das, the fon of Oxylus, the fon of Hemon. 
This Oxylus returned with the Heraclides. And 


Y Seeing Lycurgus evidently introduced the Ruingter- 
tium in the 1&th Olympiad, we may as reafonably fup- 
pofe that he travelled and publifhed his Laws before as 
after this, and from what has been faid Note 9 p. 268. 
and from his going to travel about eight months after 
the birth of his nephew Charilaus, ic feems rea- 
fonable to think he did. Polyde&tes then died 
about the 15th Olympiad, and Agefilaus lived fome 
time after Lycurgus publifhed his Laws. Let us fup- 
pofe the middle time between their deaths, An. 1. O- 
lym. 17. and that Lycurgus publifhed his Laws in that 
year: the fix reigns at 18 years a-piece, with two for 
Ariftodemus, will place the Return of the Heraclides 46 
years before the firft Olympiad, 820 before Chrift, and 
159 after the death of Solomon, who died 979 before 
Chrift, 21.5. c 4 
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by this reckoning their return will be two Ge- 
nerations by the eldeft fons, or 52 ? years before 
the firft Olympiad. | 


6. Paufanias > reprefents that Melas was con- 
temporary with Aletes, who returned with the 
Heraclides ; and alfo that he was older than Cyp- 
felus King of Corinth by no more than fix Ge- 
werations, or 180 years, which is 30 a-piece. 
Chronologers fay the reign of Cypfelus began 
An. 2. Olymp. 31. From thence if you count 
back 180 years, the Return of the Heraclides will 
fall on the 58th year before the firft Olympiad. 
But it might not be fo early, if the reign of 
Cypfelus began three or four Olympiads later ; 
which is not improbable, for he reigned before 
the Perfian Empire arofe, and it has been fhown 
that the Chronology of thofe times was pretty 
much ftretched. 


II. The Author having thus fixed the Retarn 
of the Heraclides to about the 46th year before 
the firft Olympiad, or 159 after Solomon’s 
death, proceeds to determine the time of the 
Deftruftion of Troy. It has already been fhown 
to have happened 80 years before that Return f. 
But further : : 


1. When the Romans conquered Carthage, 
the Archives of that City came into their hands ; 
and thence Appian, in his hiftory of the Punic 
Wars, tells us in round numbers that Carthage 


_ ® Tf you will allow, as it is very probable, that a man 
might be a father by 23 in thofe days, thefe two Ge- 
merations by the eldef fons will make him but 46 years. 
See Note / p. 261. 
* Li. 1 ce 18 t See Pe 2626 
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ftood 700 years. Solinus ¢ adds the odd numbers, 
and makes it 737. Now Carthage was deftroy- 
ed in the year of the Julian Period 4568 °. 
Count from thence backward 737 years, and the 
Encenia or Dedication (from which the Era of 
the.city muft be reckoned) will fall on the 16th 
4 of Pygmalion, Dido’s. brother, and King of 
Tyre, from whom fhe had fled in the 7th of his 
reign ©. Now Virgil, and Servius upon him 
(who might probably receive fome information 
from the records of Tyre and Cyprus, as well 
as from thofe of Carthage) relate that Teucer came 
from the Trojan War to Cyprus a little before 
Pygmalion’s reign, and being affifted by his and 
Dido’s father feized Cyprus, and drove out Ci- 
nyras. ‘The Marbles alfo fay, that Teucer came 


to Cyprus feven years after the Deftruétion of 


Troy, and built Salamis ; and Apollodorus tells 
us, that Cinyras married Pigmalion’s daughter 
Metharme. If thefe things be true, the deftru- 
étion of Troy muft have happened about 76 years 
after the death of Solomon. 


2. Latinus reigned in Italy about the time of 
the Trojan War ‘. Numitor was the 16th King 
after Latinus, and in his days Romulus built 
Rome. After Romulus reigned fix Kings more. 
From Latinus therefore to the firft Confuls were 
22 Kings (for Numitor and Romulus were con- 


t C. 30. 

© 146 Years before Chrift; add the 737 that Carthage 
ftood, the 16 of Pigmalion’s reign, and the three or 
four more for the time Teucer came to Cyprus, it will 
make 903, and Solomon died 979 before Chrift. 

¢ $83 before Chrift, 96 after the death of Solomon. 
Jul. Per. 3831. P. Petau reckons this year but the 12th 
of Pigmalion. 

€ Jofeph. 1. cont. Apion. 

f Dion. Hal. 1. 1. p. 15. 
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temporary) which at 18 years a-piece, many. of 


them having been flain, make 396 years. Thefe 


counted back from the Confulfhip s of Brutus 
and Publicola, place the Trojan War about 78 
years after the death of Solomon. 


III. The next Period is that of the Argonan- 
tic Expedition, tor determining whereof the Au- 
thor ufes thefe arguments, 


1. Hercules the Argonaut was the father of 
Hyllus, the father of Cleodius, the father of 
Ariftomachus, the father of Ariftodemus who 
led the Heraclides back into Peloponnetus. 


Whence it appears that their Retuvn was four 


Generations later than the Argonautic Expedition, 
and but fhort ones, being by the chief of the 
family. This agrees with the reckoning of Thu- 
cydides and the Antients, that ‘Troy was taken 
ys or So years (the amount of three Generati- 
ons) before the Return of the Heraclides, and 
the Argonautic Expedition one Generation be- 
fore the taking of Troy. Troy was taken there- 
fore about 76 years, and the Argonautic Expe- 
dition happened about 43 years after the death of 
Solomon. 


2. FEfculapius and Hercules were Argonauts. 
Hippocrates was the 18th inclufively from the 
former by the father’s fide, and the 19th from 
the latter by the mother’s fide. As thefe Gene- 
rations are much taken notice of by Writers, 
they were probably by the chief of the family, 
and fo for the moft part by the eldeft fons. We 
may therefore allow 28, or at moft 30 years to 


® 509 before Chr. add 396, the fum is 905 before Ch. 
and 74 after Solomon’s death. 


each 
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each of them; and at a middle reckoning " the 
17 intervals by the father, and the 18 by the 
mother, will amount to §07 years. ‘Thefe 
counted back from the commencement of the 
Peloponnefian War ‘ when Hippocrates began to 
flourifh, will place the Argonautich Expedition in 
the 43d ¢ year after Solomon’s death. 


IV. The Author next proceeds to fix the 
time of the Return of Sefoftris into Egypt after 
his wars in Thrace. It has already been proved 
to have been one Geweration earlier than the 
Argonautick Expedition : Therefore it muft have 
been in the days of Rehoboam. Now Sefac was 
alfo King of all Egypt at one and the fame 
time *. They were therefore one and the fame 
perfon. Nor do they agree in the time only, 
but alfo in their actions and conquefts ; for God 
gave Sefac the kingdoms of the lands». Jofe- 
phus ¢ confirms this opinion, when he fays that 
Herodotus erred in afcribing to Sefoftris the 
actions that were really done by Sefac ; that is, 


he called Sefac by a wrong name. But further ; | 


Egypt, like other nations, was at firft divided 
into many petty kingdoms, and reduced under 
one monarchy by degrees. The fhepherds, who 
reigned long in the lower Egypt, while the up- 
per was fubjeét to other Kings, were driven out 
but a little before the building of the ‘Temple, 
according to Manetho. Now, while Egypt was 
thus divided, there was no room for any fuch 


h The 17 at 30 a-piece make 510 ; and the 18 at 28 
a-piece make 504 : the middle is 507. 

i 431 before Chrift, + 937. before Chrift. 

2 2 Chron. c. xil. 

» Ibid. ver. 8. 


€ Ant. I. A» Ce 8, 
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King as Sefoftris. The father of Solomon’s 
Queen was the firft that came out of Egypt in- 
to Phoenicia with an army ; but his exploits 
ended in taking Gezir only, of which he made 
a prefent to his daughter. Sefac was the next 
King, and he marched out with an army of Ly- 
bians, Troglodites and Ethiopians 4, and there- 
fore muft have been King of all thofe countries. 
But no Hiftorian makes Sefoftris later than Se- 
fac ; and fince he could not be earlier, they 
muft be the fame. Now this is a very effential 
point: for if you grant, as our great Chrono- 
loger Sir J. Marfham does, that Sefoftris was 
Sefac, it is then moft certain that Sefoftris came 
out of Egypt ¢ in the sth of Rehoboam ; that 
he fpent nine years in his expedition‘; and 
therefore returned in the 14th of Rehoboam ; 
that Danaus fled into Greece a year or two after ; 
and that the <Argonautick Expedition being one 
Generation later than the Return of Sefofiris and 
the arrival of Danaus in Greece, and 30 years & 
after Prometheus was left on mount Caucafus, 
was undoubtedly 40 or 45 years after the death 
of Solomon ; the Deftruction of Troy one Gene- 
ration \ater, or 76 years after the death of So- 
lomon, and the Return of the Heraclides 45 or 
So years later, or 156 years after that King’s 
death 5, or thereabouts. 


Thus far our excellent Author argues from 
hiftorical facts, compared and connected toge- 


4 2 Chron. xii. 3. 
¢ 2 Chron. xii. 2. 
£ Diod. |. 1. p. 35 
® See pag- 261. 
h See p. 261, and Notes. 
ther 
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ther in the moft dextrous manner, into a chain 
of invincible reafoning, and fixed to their pro- 
per periods and diftances by a computation from 
the mean value of Regus and Generations, founded 
on experience and the courfe of nature. 


The arguments that follow are no lefs forci- 
ble ; but being drawn from Aftronomy, they 
will not be fo readily comprehended by every 
Reader. However, let us try to make them as 
intelligible as their nature will admit. 

To prepare the way, our Author gives a very 
curious account of the origin and progrefs of 
Aftronomy : but I fhall here take notice only of 
what feems dire€tly to concern the argument. 
The ancient Greek Calendar confifted of 12 Lu- 
nar months, and each month of 30 days. Thefe 
years and months they corrected from time to 
time by the courfes of the fun and moon, omit- 
ting a day or two in the month, as often as they 
found it too long for the courfe of the moon, 
and adding a month to the year, as often as they 
found the 12 Lunar months too fhort for the 
return of the four feafons. For the length of 
the folar year was difcovered by the Egypti- 
ans of Thebais no earlier than about 96 years 
after the death of Solomon, and not exaétly 
then neither. ‘This Lunifolar year, by reafon 
of the Intercalary month, began fometimes a 
week or fortnight before the Equinox or Sol- 
{tice ‘', and fometimes as much after ; which 
gave occafion to the fir Aftronomers, who 
formed the Afterifms, to place the Equinoxes and 


? Some began the year upon the Summer, others on 
the Winter Solftice ; fome again upon the Vernal, others 
upon the Autumnal Solftice. 

. Sol- 

























> > S ~ ?, — aw “ — 
Ee I a a IE eine 


= : — —* oe <a ——— 
wees 2 Ee ge eee ee 


—S 
= == 


as 
ade 


= a i ee ee hee ee 
= 
- 4 —" 


— 


CE atin eg, 


5 a aia ent ee 
ee ee 
EE Tee <aelin Sea 








° ae a “ 
" = ’ = 


ed 


~(ondae 


a ee ae a 



































———S EE 





278 The Prefent State of Art. 22. 


Solftices in the middles t of the Conftellarions 
Aries, Cancer, Chele, and Capricorn. Now 
Chiron delineated the Afteri{ms, wyuara iatyrs, 
as Clemens Alexandrinus * informs us from the 
ancient Author of Gzgantomachia. Further ; 
Mufeus the mafter of Orpheus, and one of the 
Argonauts, made a fphere!, and is reckoned the 
firft among the Greeks that made one. Again ; 
the fphere itfelf fhows that it was formed at the 
time of the Argonautick Expedition, which is 
delineated in the Afterifms, together with feve- 
ral more ancient Hiftories, but not one thing 
later : for Autinous and Coma Berenices are no- 
vel. It is therefore very probable that the 
Sphere was formed by Chiron and Mufeus for 
the ufe of the Argonauts ; for the fhip Argo 
was the firft long Veffel built by the Greeks ; 
the firft that ventured through the deep, out of 
the fight of land, by the help of fails, and gui- 
ded only by the ftars. Add, that the Corcy- 
rgans ™ attributed the invention of the Sphere 
to Nauficaa, the daughter of Alcinous King of 
the Phoeaces in that ifland. But ’tis moft likely 
the had it from the Argonauts, who in their re- 
turn home failed to Corcyra, and ftaid fome 
time with her father. Now Eudoxus who 
flourifhed 60 years after Meton, and 100 before 
Aratus, indef{cribing the Sphere of the Ancients, 
(i.e. the primitzve Sphere) placed the Equinoxes 
and Solftices in the middles of the Con/ftellations 
Aries, Cancer, Chel, and Capricorn®. So alfo 


+ The middle of the Conftellation is not always in the 
middle, or 15th degree of the fign which bears its name, 
but fometimes very far from it. 

* Strom. I. p. 306, 35§2- 

* Laert. Procm. 1 1. 

™ Suid, in ’Avzzaaals. 

® Hipparch, Bithyn, ad Phenom. L. 2. Se&. 3. 
| did 
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did Aratus, who copied Eudoxus° ; and fo it 
appears by the Sphere of Eudoxus, defcribed by 
Hipparchus. It is plain therefore that at the 
time of the Argonautick Expedition, the Car- 
dinal Points of the Equinoxes and Solftices were 
in the wzddles of the Conffellationus Aries, Can- 
cer, Chelea, and Capricorn. 


This main point being eftablifhed, the Au- 
thor proceeds to argue thus. 1. The Equino- 
€tial Colure P in the end of the year 1689 cut 
the Ecliptick in & 6°. 44’. and by this reckoning 
the Equinox was then gone back 36° 44’. fince 
the Argonautick Expedition. But it recedes 
50 feconds in a year, or one degree in 72 years, 
and coniequently 36°. 4.4’. in 264.5 years ; ; which 
counted backward trom the end of 1689, or ra- 
ther the beginning of 1690, place that Expe- 
dition about 25 years after the death of Solo- 
mon. This is pretty near what was proved be- 
fore : But 


2. It is not neceffary to fuppofe that what 
they called in general the mzdd/es of the Con- 
ftellations, fhould be exaétly in the middle be- 
tween the Prima Arietis and the Ultima Caude. 
Seeing Eudoxus defcribed the primitive Sphere, 
or what was in dis days called the Sphere of the 
Ancients, as was fhown above, we may reafona- 
bly fix the Cardinal Points at the time of the 
Expedition, by the ftars through which he made 
the Gans pafs in that Sphere. 'Thofe Stars, 


© Id. Lib. 1. Se&. 2. 


P The EquinoGial Colure is a great Circle, pafling 
¢hrough the Poles of the Equator, and cutting is E- 
cliptick in the Equinoxes at an Angle of 66 + degrees, 


which 




























TS OS ern a 
ea etarh pnd ~apenntiet agenmatitokans 


ig Ee Be 











a a ee et 
- eS ee = 


Se ee =e 


































280 The Prefent State of Art. 22. 


which Hipparchus particularly menticns, our 
Author accurately examines, and finds that the 
great Circle which in the primitive Sphere, ace 
cording to Eudoxus, (and confequently at the 
time of the Argonautick Expedition) was the 
Equinoé¢tial Colure, did in the end of 1689 cut 
the Ecliptick in 8 6°. 29’. 15”, as near as can be 
determined by the rude obfervations of the An- 
cients : that is, it had gone back 36°. 29’. fince 
Chiron’s time, which amounts to 2627 years. 
Thefe counted backward, as above, place the 
Argonautick Expedition 43 years after Solo- 
mon’s death. 


3. By the fame method, the place of any 
ftar in the primitive Sphere may eafily be found ; 
wiz. by counting backwards 1 fign, 6 degrees, 
29 minutes from its Longitude 4 at the end of 
1689. The Lucida Pleiadum, for inftance, at 
the time of the Expedition was in V 19°. 26’. 
8”. Now Thales * determined the occa/us ma- 
tutinus of the Pletades in his time, to be on the 
25th day after the Autumnal Equinox ; and 
thence P. Petan * computes the P/esades to have 
been then in VY 23°. 53’. Confequently the La- 
cida Pleiadum had moved from the Equinox 
fince the Expedition 4°. 26’. 52”. which anfwer 
to 320 years. Thefe counted back from the 41ft 
Olympiad, when Thales was a young man fit 
for mathematical ftudies, will place the Argo- 
nautick Expedition about 44 years after the 
death of Solomon. By this reckoning, the 
Cardinal Points in the days of Thales muft have 


4 That is, its diftance from the beginning-of Aries, 
* Plin. |. 18. ¢ 23. 

$ Var, Differt. 1. 1. c. 25. 

been 














Art. 22. the Republick of Letters. 281 


been in the middles of the rith deg. of the 
figns ; though he, leaning perhaps too much to 
the opinion of the Ancients, places them in 
the 12th: for the preceffion of the Equinoxes 
was not yet thought of. 


4. Meton and Euétemon *, in order to fettle 
the Lunar Cycle of 19 years, obferved the Sum- 
mer Solftice in the year of Nabonaffar 316%, 
and placed it in the 8th deg. of Cancer * ; that 
is, at leaft 7 degrees backwarder than at firft, 
which anfwer to so04 years. Count thefe back 
from the year of Nabonaffar 316 Y, and the Ar- 
gonautick Expedition will fall on the 44th year 
after Solomon’s death, or thereabout. 


5. The preceffion of the Equinoxes, or their 
motion backwards in refpect of the fixt Stars, 
was firft difcovered by the great Hipparchus, 
upon comparing his own obfervations with thofe 
of former Aftronomers. He made his obferva- 
tions between the years of Nabonaffar 586 and 
618 ; fuppofe at a medium in 602%, which is 
286 years after Meton and Euctemon made 
theirs ; and in that interval the Equinoxes muft 
have gone back 4. deg. that is, 11 deg. fince the 
Argonautick Expedition, or in 1ogo years ac- 
cording to the Greek Chronology. Hipparchus 
finding this, concluded that the Equinoxes went 
back only one deg. in about roo years. And 


* Petav. Do&. Temp. 1. 4. c. 26. 

" Columel. 1.9. c. 14. Plin. 1.18. c. 25. 

x This Aira begun Feb. 26. in the year of the Julian 
period 3967 ; before Chrift 747. 
' Y Before Chrift 433. 

* Or rather 42d. 

* Before Chrift 147. 
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how indeed could he eftablifh any other propor~ 
tion, if, as we muft think, he believed the Greek 
Chronology ? As their talfe Chronology occafion- 
ed his error in fixing that proportion, fo that error 
being now corrected,will rectity theirChronology. 
For 11 deg. at one deg. in 72 years, anfwer to 
"gz years ; which counted backward from the 
year of Nabonaflar 602, place the Argonautick 
Expedition about 43 > years after the death of 
Solomon °. 


b Rather 4o. 


¢ The illuftrious Author does not feem to have given 
this argument all the force of which it is capable. To 
me it is abfolute demonftration, and alone fufficient to 
eftablifh all that Sir Ifaac had advanced before. For 
what method can we fuppofe Hipparchus did or could 
take to fix this ratio of the suoudiide of the Equinoxes 
to 1 deg. in 1cc years? No other certainly than that of 
examining the pofitions of the colures at certain known 
diftances of time, and comparing them with one another, 
and with the points through which they paffed in his 
own days. Now, if he did this, and believed the Greek 
Chronology (and what other accounts could he follow 2?) 
then it is plain from the conclufion he drew, that he be- 
lieved the pofitions of rhe colures at the time of the Ar- 
gonautick Expedition to be the fame that Sir Haac has 
given us, and that they both underftood Eudoxus in the 
fame manner : and fure none can pretend to underftand 
him better mow than Hipparchus did. If this was not the 
caufe of his error, as it certainly muft have been, yet it 
is an evident confequence of it, which fuch a man as 
Hipparchus could not avoid perceiving. In fhort, either 
he argued thus: It is 1090, or fay 1100 years fince the Ar~ 
gonautick Expedition ; and the Colures are now 11 deg. more 
backward than they were at that time ; therefore they move 1 
deg. in 100 years: or he muft have argued thus ; /¢ is 1100 
years fince the Argonautick Expedition; the Equinoxes recede 1 
deg. in 100 years, and confequently they were then 11 deg. di 
fiant from their prefent pofition. If he had explained Eu- 
doxus as Sir Ifaac’s adverfaries do, he could not poilibly 
have formed either of thefe conclufions. 


6. The 
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6. The Longitude of the Star Aréturus -at 
the time of the Argonautick Expedition, is 
found, by the abovementioned method, to have 
been M 13°. 24’. 52”. Hefiod 4 tells us that 60 
days after the winter Solftice, it rofe in his 
time juft at Sun-fer. If fo, he flourifhed about 
57 years after the Argonautick Expedition, or 
100 years after the death of Solomon ; that is, 
as has been fhown, in the Generatan or Age next 
after the Trojan war : and fo indeed he himfelt 
tells us ¢ ? Is it poffible to conceive that an aftro- 
nomical Calculation of time, agreeing fo nicely 
with certain matter of fa€t, can be falfe ? 


". We may add here another argument of the 
fame nature. The antient Egyptians ufed the 
Lunifolar year of 360 days. But in the reign 
of Ammon, the father of Ofiris or Sefac, the 
Thebans applying themfelves to Navigation and 
Aftronomy, determined the length of the Solar 
year by the heliacal rifings and fettings of the 
ftars, and added five days to the old Calendar 
year‘. In the reign of Amenophis, which was 
not long after, they probably begun to make ufe 
of this year, and placed the jr day of it upon 
the Vernal Equinox, having in the mean while 
fufficiently determined the time of the folftices 8. 

This 


* Oper. & Di. v. 562. He lived at Afcra in Beotia. 

¢ Ibid. v.172. 

f This is probable, becaufe the five additional days 
were dedicated to his five children, the Egyptians feign- 
ing they were added when thefe five Princes were born. 

é This is alfo probable ; for Diod. |. 1. p. 32. tells us 
they placed in the fepulchre of Amenophis a golden 
circle of 365 cubits in compafs, divided into 365 equal 
parts, to reprefent all the days of the year, and noted 
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This year being at length propagated into Chal- 
dga, gave occafion to the year of Nabonaffar » ; 
for the years of Nabonaffar, and thofe of E- 
gypt, began on one and the fame day, by both 
called Thoth, and were equal and in every re- 
{pe&t the fame. The firft of Nabonaffar began 
Feb. 26. of the old Roman year, 747 years be- 
fore the Chriftian /Era, and 33 days 5 hours be- 
fore the Vernal Equinox *. Now reckoning that 
their year of 365 days wants § hours 49 minutes 
of the Equinoétial year, the beginning of it muft 
have moved backward 33 days § hours in 134 
years: and confequently this year muft have be- 
gun at firft in Egypt upon the Vernal Equinox, 
according to the fun’s mean motion, 137 years 
before the Era of Nabonaffar began ; that is, in 
the year of the Julian period 3830, cr 96 years 
after the death of Solomon: and if it began the 


upon each day the heliacal rifings and fettings of the 
ftars. This circle they certainly placed there in memo- 
ry of his having introduced this year, and it remained 
till the invafion of Egypt by Cambyfes King of Perfia. 
We cannot fuppofe they could have determined the fol- 
ftices to any exatnefs much fooner. For the fame Au- 
thor, 1.3. p.13. fays, that in the temple of Ofiris, i. e. 
Sefac, the Priefts appointed for that purpofe filled 360 
milk bowls, one every day, to find out the difference 
between the Calendar and the true Solar year; which 
was but a coarfe way of obfervation, and yet being 
made in the temple of Ofiris, muft have been after Se- 
fac’s death, between whom and Amenophis reigned on- 
ly Sefac’s brother Orus. 

h Sir Ifaac differs here from the other Chronologers, 
who fancied that the Egyptians received this year from 
the Chaldeans. But it is not difficult to determine on 
whieh fide the greateft appearance of truth lies. 

i According to the fun’s mean motion; for it is not 
likely the Eguation fhould be known in this infancy of 
Aftronomy. 
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next day after the Equinox, it might be four 
years fooner, or only 92 after Solomon’s death. 
Now the antient Greeks reckoned this Ameno- 
phis to have reigned in Egypt at the time of the 
Trojan War, feigning him to have been the fon 
of Tithonus, Priam’s elder brother, and to have 
come to his uncle’s affiftance from Sufa, where 
he was with his army in the laft year of that 
War. He was therefore of an age with Priam’s 
elder children, and after he had finifhed the 
Memnonia at Sufa, he might return to Egypt, 
and adorn it with buildings, obelisks and ftatues, 
and alfo fettle the beginning of the new Egyp- 
tian year of 365 days about go, or 95 years af- 
ter the death of Solomon. And confequently 
the deftruction of Troy was probably about 76 
years after Solomon’s death. 

* From all thefe circumftances, fays the Author, 
* grounded upon the coarfe obfervations of the 
© Antients, we may reckon it certain that the Ar- 
“ gonautick Expedition was not earlier than the 
‘reign of Solomon: and if thefe Aftronomical 
* arguments be added to thofe taken from the mean 
“ length of the reigns of kings according to the 
© courfe of nature, trom the whole we may fafely 
© conclude that it was after the death of Solomon ; 
‘and moft probably about 43 years after it. 

The Author having thus fettled thefe four 
principal Periods (w7z%. the Return of Sefofiris in- 
to Egypt after his conquefts about 14 years after 
the death of Solomon; the Argouautick Expe- 
dition about 43 years after the death of Solomon ; 
the Deftruction of Troy about 76 or 78 years after 
the death of Solomon; and the Return of the 
Heraclides into Peloponnefus about 156, or 15% 
years after the death of Solomon) proceeds to 
fix fome other points of antient hiftory. As, 
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I. That Sefofirts was the fame King of Egypt 
i 


with Bacchus and Ofiris*. For, 1. Arrian 

tells us the Arabians worfhipped only two Gods, 
Coelus Cotherwife called Uranus and Jupiter U- 
ranius) and Dionyfus ; and the latter for the 
glory of leading his army into India) Now 
Dionyfus was Bacchus, who is by all Antiquity, 
both Egyptian and Greek, agreed to have been 
the fame King of Egypt with Ofiris. This 
Bacchus, according to Homer ™, was caught in 
bed with Venus the miftrefs of Anchifes and Ci- 
nyras, and the mother of /Eneas, who all lived 
till the fiege of Troy. And Hefiod * tells us 
he married Ariadne the daughter of Minos, by 
whom he had Phlyas and Eumedon both Argo- 
nauts. By the teftimony therefore both of Ho- 
mer and Hefiod, who wrote before the Greeks 
had corrupted their antiquities, Bacchus was 


k Sir Ifaac obferves, that Sefoftris, by reafon of his great 
conquefts, was celebrated by feveral names in the diffe- 
rent languages of feveral nations. The Chaldzans, fays 
he, called him Belus, 1.e. the Lord; the Arabians Bac- 
chus, i.e. the Great; the Phrygians, Ma-fors, Mavors, 
or. Mars, 1. e. the Valiant: whence the Amazons whom 
he carried from Thrace, and left at Thermodon, called 
themfelves the daughters of Mars. The Egyptians before 
his reign called him their Hero or Hercules (though fome 
pretend that the word is originally Pheenician, in which 
language Harokal fignified a Merchant); and after his 
death, on account of the great works he had done to the 
Nile, they dedicated that river to him, and deified him 
by itsnames, Sthor, Nilus, and Egyptus ; and the Greeks 
hearing them lament O Sibor, Bou Sihor, called him Of- 
vis and Bufiris. 

1 Lib. 7. 

m Odyfi. 1, 8. ve 292. Homer calls him Mars, not 
Bacchus: but according to Sir Ifaac they are the fame, 
and they agree in their ations. 

n Theog. Vv. 947+ . 
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one Generation older than the Argonautich Expe- 
dition, and being King of all Egypt at the fame 
time with Sefoftris, muft be one and the fame 
with him. 

2. Sefoftris, Bacchus, and Ofiris agree in 
their actions too. As they lived about the fame 
time, they were all three Kings of all Egypt, 
reigned at Thebes, adorned that city, and were 
very potent both by fea and land, were great 
conquerors, carried their victories by land thro’ 
Afia as far as India, came over the Hellefpont, 
were there in danger of lofing their army, con- 
quered Thrace, put a ftop to their victories 
there, returned back thence into Egypt, left 
pillars with infcriptions in their conquefts: All 
three having done all thefe ations, muft have 
been one and the fame King of Egypt ; and this 
King can be no other than Sefac, as has been 
already fhown °, 

3. Thymetes P, contemporary to Orpheus, 
wrote. a poem upon the exploits of Bacchus, 
who, he fays, had Libyan women in his army, 
and amongft them Minerva, who commanded 
the women as he did the men. Diodorus 4 calls 
her Myrina, Queen of the Amazons in Lybia, and 
fays that fhe was flain with many of her women 
by the Thracians and Scythians, who ailifted 
tr Perfeus in that battel, which obliged Bacchus 
to return home. By the way he left his women 
upon the river Thermodon s under their new 
Queens Marthefia and Lampeto. Marthefia be- 
ing flain was’ fucceeded by her daughter Orithya, 


© Vid. p. 275, 276. 

P Diod. |. 3. p. 140. 

q Id. 1.3. p. 131, 132. 

¥ Pauf. 1.2. c. 20 

® Diod, |. 3. p. 130. Schol. Apollon, 1. 2, Ammian 
l. Zar Ce 8. Juftin, 1, a Cc. 4. 
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and fhe by Penthefilea. Now Thefeus captiva- 
ted and married Antiope the fifter of Orithya ; 
and Hercules, made war upon the Amazons, and 
in the reign of Orithya and Penthefilea they 
came to the Trojan war. Theretore the firft 
wars of the Amazons in Europe and Afia, and 
their fettling at Thermodon, were but one Gene- 
ration before thefe actions of Thefeus and Her- 
cules, and but two before the Trojan war, and 
fo fall in with the expedition of Sefoftris; and 
fince they warred in the army of Bacchus or O- 
firis, thefe three muft be the fame perfon, and 
one and the fame with Sefac. 

4. Bacchus and Ofiris were both the fons of Ju- 
piter, whofe Egyptian name was Ammon. Sefo- 
ftris was alfo the fon of Ammon, and built Thebes, 
which in honour of his father he called No-Ammon, 
and the Greeks interpreted D7o/poiis. 

IJ. That the reign of Sefac ended in the fifth 
year of Afa*. For in the rsth of his reign % 
Afa was attacked by Zerah the Ethiopian, who 
having drowned Orus the fon of Ofiris in Erida- 
nus, or the Nile, was then mafter of Egypt. 
Before that Afa had peace for ten years *, and 
was free from the dominion of Egypt (becaufe 
of its being involved in wars at home; ) fo that 
he had time to fortify Egypt, and raife that ar- 
my of 580 thoufand men, wherewith he utter- 
ly routed Zerah. Now none of thefe things 
could be done during the life of Sefac, whofe 
fervants the Ifraelites were Y. Therefore in all 
probability it was in the fifth of Afa that Sefac, 
Sefoftris, Bacchus, or Ofiris was killed by his 
brother Japetus, Typhon, Python, or Neptune. 


* 25 after the death of Solomon. 

« 2 Chron. xiv. 9. and xv. 10) Ile 
. * 2 Chron, xiv..1, 6, 

y 2 Chron, xu. 8, 
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Ill. That Cadmus brought Letters and Arts in- 
to Greece about the 16th of David's Reign. For, 
1. Androgeos the fon of Minos, upon his over- 
coming in the Athen@a, or Quadrennial Games 
at Athens in his youth, was perfidioufly flain out 
of envy. Minos having for this reafon made 
war upon the Athenians, compelled them to 
fend every eighth year feven beardlefs youths, 
and as many young virgins to Crete, to be given 
as a reward to him that fhould be victor in the 
like games inftituted there in honour of Andro- 
geos. Upon the third payment of this tribute, 
that is, 17 years after the end of the war, and 
about 19 or 20 after the death of Androgeos, 
Thefeus became victor, and returned with Ari- 
adne the daughter of Minos ; but coming tothe 
ifland Naxus, he there left her?. She was taken 
up by Glaucus an Egyptian commander at fea, and 
carried to Bacchus, or Sefoftris, then returning 
in triumph from India, whofe miftrefs fhe be- 
came. After his army was routed by Perfeus 
the Greeks did him great honours, and built a 
temple to him at Argos, which they called the 
Temple of the Crefian Bacchus, becaufe Ariadne 
was buried in it * She died therefore towards 
the end of the war, juft before the return of 
Sefoftris into Egypt in the 14th of Rehoboam: 
for fhe accompanied him fome time in his tri- 
umphs, after her being taken from Naxus at 
his return out of India, which muft confequent- 
ly have been 4 or § years before. Therefore 
the expedition of Thefeus into Crete, and his 
leaving Ariadne in the ifland Naxus, muft have 


2 Evanth. ap. Atheneum. 1. 67. p. 296. 
2 Paul. 1, 2, c. 23. 
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been about the gth or rothef Rehoboam >». Now 
Androgeos was {lain about 20 years before‘, as 
has been faid, being then about 20 or 22 years 
of age 4; and his father Minos ¢ might be about 
25 years older, and fo be born about the middle 
of David’s reign f. But Europa, the fifter of 
Cadmus, became the mother of Minos very foon 
after her coming into Greece 8; and her brother 
came about the fame time with her, which con- 
fequently muft have been near about the 16th of 
David's reign. 


2. Rehoboam was born in the laft year of 
K. David’s reign ; for he was 41 years old at 
the death of his father Solomon», who might 
therefore be born in the 18th of David, or 
before ‘. Two or three years before his 


b 'This may be confirmed by another argument. It has 
been faid (p. 261.) that Thefeus was 50 years old a little 


_ before the Argonautic Expedition, 43 years after the 


death of Solomon. If fo, he was born in the 33d of 
Solomon’s reign, or rather fooner. Now at the time of 
his going to Crete he was a beardlefs young man, and in 
the roth cf Rehoboam, according to this account, he 
muft have been 17 or 18, or rather more. 

© je, in the 29th or 30th of Solomon. 

4 j,¢. he was born in the 7th or 8th of Solomon. 

* Chronologers have made two Kings of Crete of this 
name, of whom they pretend the father of Androgeos 
was grandfon to him that was born of Europa. 

£ On the 22d or 23d of David. If you fuppofe Minos 
30 years older than his fon Androgeos, his birth will 
fall on the 18th of David. 

@ For it was fabled that Jupiter in the fhape of a bull, 
having carried her out of Afia into Europe, ravifhed 
her and begot Minos. 

b 1 Kings xiv. z1. and Solomon reigned 40 years. 
ibid. xi. 42. 

t hat is, he might be 22 or more, when his eldeft 
fon was born: for David alfo reigned 40 years, 1 King. ii. 
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birth ©, David befieged Rabbah ; before this fiege 
¢ he vanquifhed the Ammonites and their Contede- 
rates the Syrians ; and before this war begun, 
he {mote Moab, Ammon and Edom *, and made 
the Edomites fly, fome into Egypt with their 
young King Hadad f, and others to the Phili- 
{tims ; and before this he had fevera! battels 
with the Philiftims. Now all thefe things be- 
ing done before Solomon’s birth, and alfo after 
David’s coming from Hebron to Jerufalem in 
the 8th year of his reign ; we cannot err above 
two or three years, if we place the victory over 
Edom in the 11th or r2th, and that over Am- 
mon and the Syrians in the 14th of David’s 
reign. Add that Hadad, who upon this victory 
over the Edomites fled into Egypt being 
yet a little child, grew up, married the 
fifter of Pharaoh’s Queen, and had a fon by her 
before the death of David’. David therefore 
having conquered the Edomites in the 12th of 
his reign, fome of them, efpecially the Mer- 
chants and Seamen, fled from the Red Sea to 
the Philiftims upon the Mediterranean, where 
they fortified Azoth ». The Philiftims being 
now grown ftrong by the acceffion of the Edo- 
mites, and the fhepherds driven out of Egypt 
about this time, feized Zidon, a town very con- 
venient for the Merchants that came from the 
Red Sea. Upon this the Zidonians fled by Sea 


¢ For David fell in love with Bathfheba, and lay with 
her while his army befieged Rabbah ; and Solomon was 
his fecond child by her, for the eldeft died. 2 Sam. xi. 
1, 2. Ibid. c xii. 

d 2Sam.c.x, & c xi. L 

* 2 Sam. c. viii. £ y Kings xi. 17. 

& 1 Kings xi. 19, & feq. 

® Steph. in Azoth, 
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f 
| 
i | to Tyre’, Aradus *, and other havens in Afia 
| minor, Greece and Lybia. For they went with 
| a great multitude !, not to feek Europa, as was 
pretended, but to feek new feats, and there- 
fore fled from their enemies. While fome fied 
ie to Afia minor, Cilicia, and Greece, under Cad- 
La mus and his brothers ; others fled to Lybia un- 
ite der other Commanders, and there built feveral 
| walled towns ™, from whence many went after- 
| wards with the great Bacchus in his armies: 
Wh and their Leader was alfo there called Cadmus, 
| g.e. an Eaftern man, and his wife Sithonis, i. e. 
a Zidonian. By thefe circumftances, fays out 
b Author, the taking of Zidon, the flight of it’s 
A inhabitants, the building of Tyre and Thebes, 
| and the beginning of the reigns of Abibalus and 
Cadmus over them, are fixed to the 1§th or 16th 
of David’s reign. 
3. All this is ftrongly confirmed by what fol- 
lows. 'Tatian " fays, there were three ancient 
Pheenician Hiftorians, tranflated into Greek by 
Ht Letus, who all related under which of their Kings 
Ai | the rapture of Europa happened,and mentioned the 
ti league between Solomon and Hiram; and he adds, 
that the fame was to be found in Menander of 
| Pergamus. And Jofephus ° tells us, that the 
ty annals of the Tyrians from the days of Abiba- 
Jus and Hiram were extant in his time, and 
that Menander of Pergamus tranflated them in- 
i Juft. 1.18. This could not be long before Solomon ; 
for in the beginning of his reign, he calls the inhabitants 
of Tyre Zidonians, 1 Kings v. 6. fo that thefe new co- 
mers had nor yet loft their old name. And Tfaiah xxiii. 
2, 12 calls Tyre the daughter of Zidon, and the ifle 
which the merchants of Zidon have replenifhed, 
« Strab. 1. 16. 
? Conon. 1.32. & 37. 
m Nonn. Dionyfiac. 1. 13. ver. 333. 
® Cont. Grec. 
*Antiq. L 8c & 19. ¢. 14. 
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to Greek ; that Hiram’s friendfhip to Solomon 
was mentioned in them; that the Temple was 
founded in the 11th of Hiram, which was the 
ath of Solomon P. Now by the teftimony of 
Menander and the ancient Phoenician writers 
abovementioned, the rapture of Europa, and 
confequently the arrival of her brother Cadmus 
in Greece, happened within the reigns of the kings 
of Tyre mentioned in thefeHiftories; and therefore 
not before the reign of Abibalus the firft of them, 
and father of Hiram, nor before that of David who 
was his contemporary. It follows therefore that 
Solomon reigned in the times between the rap- 
tures of Europa and Helena, and that Europa 
and her brother Cadmus flourifhed in the days 
of David. Minos, the fon of Europa, flourifhed 
in the reign of Solomon, and part of the reign 
of Rehoboam ; and that the children of Minos 
( viz. Androgeos his eldeft fon, Deucalion his 
youngeft, and one of the Argonauts, Ariadne 
the miftrefs firft of ‘Thefeus and then of Bac- 
chus 9, and Phoédra the wife of Thefeus ) flou- 
rifhed in the latter days of Solomon, and in the 
reigns of Rehoboatn, Abijah and Afa; Idome+ 
neus, the grandfon of Minos, was at the fiege 
of Troy"; Hiram fucceeded his father Abiba- 


P 1 Kings vi. 1. 

4 Bacchus is faid to have been the fon of Semele, the 
daughter of Cadmus. And if Bacchus be Sefoftris and 
Sefac, this is a new proof that Cadmus fleurifhed in Da- 
vid’stime. Add, that foon after the return of Sefoftris, 
Phryxus and Helle fled from their ftep-mother Ino the 
daughter of Cadmus, in a fhip whoft enfign was a golden 
Ram, to AKetes whom Sefoftris had left in Colchis. Ino 
was alive therefore in the 14th of Rehoboam, and confe- 
quently her father Cadinus cow!d not be older than David. 

r The fiege of Troy being fixed to the 76th or 78th 
after Solomon’s death, and Minos being the nephew of 
Cadmus, this is a further argument for placing the ar-~ 
Sival of the latter in Greece in the days of David. 
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lus in the 33d of £ David ; and Abibalus founded 
the kingdom of Tyre 16 or 18 years before, 
about the 1§th or 16th of David, when Zidon 
was taken by the Philiftines. The Zidonians 
fled at the fame time under the conduct of Cad- 
mus, and other leaders, to feek new feats. 
Therefore, according to the annals of Tyre and 
the ancient Phoenician hiftorians, Abibalus, Cad- 
mus and Europa, fled trom Zidon, and the two 
Jatter came into Greece about the 16th of Da- 
vid’s reign ‘. 


IV. That the Phoenicians of Tyre were driven 
from the Red-Sea by the Edomites, about 84 years 
after the death of Solomon. 1. The inhabitants 
of Zidon, after it was feized by the Philiftines 
and Edomites, (as above mentioned) being ftill 
poffeffed of the trade of the Mediterranean, 
the Tyrians carried on that of the Red-Sea in 
conjunction with Solomon and the fucceeding 
Kings of Judah, till after the Trojan war ; and 
hence it is that Homer celebrates Zidon, but 
fays nothing of Tyre: and fo alfo did the Mer- 
chants of Aradus, Arpad, or Arvad ; for in the 
Perfian gulph were two iflands called Tyre and 
Aradus, which had temples like the Phocni- 


f In Sir I.’s Chronol. p.115. there is a very grofs er- 
ror of the prefs, 23 being printed inftead of 33. For 
the Temple being founded in the 4th of Solomon, and 
1ith of Hiram, and David having reigned 40 years, 
Hiram muft have fucceeded his father in the 33d of 
David. 

* The Author makes ufe of this argument alfo to con- 
firm his opinion about the time of the Argonautick Ex- 
pedition, which being about three generations later 
than the coming of Cadmus and Europa into Greece, 
could not be mueh earlier than 43 years after the death 
of Solomon, 
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cian". .At length, in the reign of Jehoram, 
Edom revolted * from Judah, whereby the trade 
of the Tyrians upon the Red-Sea being inter- 
rupted, they built fhips for commerce upon the 
Mediterranean, and began to make long voy- 
ages there to places not yet frequented by the 
Zidonians ; fome to the coafts of Africk beyond 
the Syrtes, where they built Adrymetum, Car- 
thage, Leptis, Utica, and Capfa ; others to the 
coafts of Spain, and there founded Gades, Car- 
teia and Tarteffus ; others {till further, to the 
fortunate iflands, Britain, and Thule. Now Je- 
horam reigned 8 years, the two laft of which 
he was fick in his bowels, and fo could not then 
go out to war Cas he did ¥) againtft the Edo- 
mites. Place their revolt therefore in the mid- 
dle of the firft fix years, and it will fall upon the 
sth 7 of Pigmalion King of Tyre, and fo was 
about 12 or 15 after the taking of Troy ; and 
then it was that the Tyrians, “by reafon of this 
revolt, retired from the Red-Sea, and began 
long voyages on the Mediterranean ; an in- 
{tance whereof we have in Dido, who on the 
“th of Pygmalion ® failed from Tyre to the coaft 


u Strab. 1. 16, 

x 2 Chron. xxi. 8, ro. and 2 Kings viil. 20, 22. 

y 2 Chron. xxi. 9. 

z For from the 1ft of Hiram Sol 3d of David) to 
the 7th of Pygmalion, Jofephus 1.8. ? from the Tyrian 
Archives reckons 137 years 8 monrhs. Add _ together 
the 7 years 6 months which David reigned after Hiram 
came to the crown, the 4o years for Solomon, 17 for 
Rehoboam, 3 for Abijah, go for Afa, 25 for pobet aphat 
and the 3 firft of Jehoram, the fum is 135, and 6 months, 
which falls in with the 5th of Pygmalion, and the g8th 
after Solomon’s death: and Troy was taken about 76 
years after it. 

4 Jofeph, l, 1. cont. Apion, 
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of Africk, and there built Carthage. ‘This gave 
occafion to the tradition among the Perfians 
and the Phoenicians themfelves, that the latter 
came originally from the Red-Sea®, and imme- 
diately undertook long voyages on the Medi- 
terranean. 


2. Strabo ¢ {peaking of the firft men who left 
the coafts, ventured out into the deep, and un- 
dertook long voyages, names Bacchus, Hercu- 
les, Jafon, Ulyffes and Menelaus ; and adds, 
that the navigation of the Phoenicians was cele- 
brated, who went beyond the pillars of Hercu- 
les, and built cities both there and in the mid- 
dle of the Sea-coaft of Africk, prefently after 
the Trojan war. 'Thefe Phoenicians were the 
Tyrians 4, who built Carthage in Africk, Car- 
teia in Spain, and Gades in the ifland of that 
name without the Straits ; and gave the name 
of Hercules to their leader, and Heraclea to the 
city Carteia which he built. Hercules was alfo 
called Melcartus, 7 e. King of Carteia. After 
his death they built a Temple ¢ to him in 
Gades, and adorned it with the fculptures of 
his labours, his hydra, and the horfes to whom 
he threw Diomedes to be devoured. in this 
‘Temple was Teucer’s golden belt, and Pygma- 
lion’s golden olive bearing Smaragdine fruit ; 
which ‘plainly fhow it was built about their time. 
The Tyrian Hercules could not be older than 
the Trojan war, becaufe the Tyrians did not be- 


b Herod. l.1.& 1.7. Plin. 1. 4. ce. 20. Edom, Ery- 
thra and Pheenicia, all fiznify a red colour. See Strab. 
L, le Dh Qt 

¢ Strab. I. x. p. 48. 

© Beh. Gan. I. 8. €. 34. 


¢ Philoftr, in vit. Apollon. I. 5, c.1. apud Phoeslum. 
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gin to navigate the Mediterranean till after that 
war ; for Homer and Hefiod knew nothing of 
it, and yet this Tyrian Hercules went to the coafts 
of Spain, and was buried in Gades ¢. 


V. That the Greeks began foon after the time 
of Lycurgus to build Trivemes, and to fend Colo- 
nzes into Sicily and Italy, which gave the name 
of Grecia magna to thofe countries. 1. It has 
been fhowed above ®, that Lycurgus flourifhed 
a little more than 300 years before the end of 
the Peloponnefian war. Now Thucydides " fays, 
that the Corinthians were the firft among the 
Greeks who built Tiremes, and that a Ship- 
carpenter went from Corinth to Samos, where 
he built four fhips, 300 years before the end of 
the Peloponnefian war ', and that 260 years be- 
fore the end of that war * there was a fea-fight 
between the Corinthians and Corcyreans, which 
was the oldeft in hiftory. 


2. Thucydides fays alfo, that the fir colony 
which the Greeks fent into Sicily, went from 
Chalcis in Euboea, and built Naxus ; that the 
next year Archias went from Corinth, and built 
Syracufe ; and that about the fame time Lamis 
went thither with a colony from Megara, and 
lived firft at Trotilum, then at Leontini, and 
died at Thapfus near Syracufe ; that after his 
death, this colony was invited by Hyblo to Me- 
gara in Sicily, where they lived 245 years, till 
they were expelled by Gelo, Now Gelo flou- 


f Arnob. I. 1. & Mela. 

# Pag. 269, 270. 

h Lib.6 fub init. Eufeb. Chron. 
i j.,e. in the 19th Olympiad. 

& i.e. in the 29th Olymp. 

si rifhed 
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i rifhed about 78 years before the end of the Pe- 
hs loponnefian war: Count back the 78 and 245 
i years, and about r2 more for the reign of La- 
At mis after his coming into Sicily, and this reck~ 
ie oning will place the building of Syracufe 335 
ea years ! before the end of the Peloponnefian war : 
44 and about that time it is placed by Eufebius, and 
ty others. But it might probably be 20 or 30 years | 
1B Jater ; for the antiquities of thofe days were al- 

ways raifed more or lefs by the Greeks ™. 























VI. That Phzdou was contemporary to Solon, 
i | and prefided in the Olympick games in the 45th 
i) Olympiad. 1. 'The kingdom of Macedon was 

founded by Caranus and Perdiccas ", who fled 
th from Argos in the reign of Phidon the brother 
ie | of Caranus. Alexander the fon of Amyntas 
fy | K. of Macedon was contemporary to Xerxes 
K. of Perfia, and died An. 4. Olymp. 79. He 
was fucceeded by Perdiccas, and he by his fon 
Archelaus, who was the gth King of Mace- 


=>. —_ ia nas. 





| 1 3, e, inthe roth Olympiad. 
ts m ‘The Author ufes this argument to confirm the time 
| to which he had above fixed the fiege of Troy. Thucy- 
P| dides in the fame place tells us, that the Greeks began 
| to come into Sicily almoft 300 years after the Siculi 
had invaded that ifland with an army from Italy. Sup- 
bY | pofe it 280 years after, and the building of Syracufe 310 
| years before the end of the Peloponnefian War ; then 
i that invafion of Sicily by the Siculi will have been 590 
years before the end of that war, i. e. about the 27th of 


© mee. io mec et ee on a ee ee 


| Solomon’s reign. Hellanicus (ap. Dionyf. 1. 1. p. 15.) er 
i fays it was in the third generation, and Philiftius of I 
Syracufe that it was 80 years before the Trojan War, ir 
which muft confequently have been later than the days 
of Solomon and Rehoboam, and could not be much P' 
earlicr than where Sir Haac has placed it. 

» Herodot. 1. 8. c. 137, 
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don °. Now, by reckoning above 4o years 
a-piece to thefe Kings, Chronologers have made 
Phidon and Caranus older than the Olympiads. 
But if you reckon them at the medium of 18 
or 20 years a-piece,the firft feven reigns counted 
back from the death of the faid Alexander (An. 
4. Olymp. 79.) will place the dominion of Phi- 
don, and the beginning of the kingdom of 
Macedon about the 46th or. 47th Olympiad. 


2. It could fcarce be earlier ; for Leocides the 
fon of Phidon, and Megacles the fon of Alcme- 
on, at one and the fame time courted Agarifta 
the daughter of Clifthenes King of Sicyon +. 
Therefore Phidon and Alcmzon were contem- 
porary. Now the Amphictyons, by the advice 
of Solon, made Alcmzon, Clifthenes and Eu- 
rolycus their generals in the war againft Cirrha, 
which according to the marbles was conquered 
An. 2. Olymp. 47. Phidon therefore, and his 
brother Caranus, were contemporary to Solon, 
Alcmeon, Clifthenes and Eurolycus, and flou- 
rifhed about the 48th or 49th Olympiad. They 
were alfo contemporary in their latter days to 
Crefus ; for Solon converfed with him, and 
Alcmezon entertained and conduéted the meffen- 
gers which he fent to confult the Oracle at Del- 
hi An. 1. Olymp. 56. according to the marbles. 
But thefe times taken from the marbles having 
been colleéted by reckoning the reigns of Kings 
equipollent to generations, and three of them to 
Ioo years or more ; and the reigns of Kings be- 
ing really fhorter, one with another, in the pro- 
portion of about 4.to 7; the Chronology of the 


° Thucyd. |. 2. ad extr. 
® Herodot. |. 6. c, 127. 
2 raarbles 
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marbles till the conqueft of Media by Cyrus, 
An. 4. Olymp. 60. will come much nearer the 
truth, if fhortned in that proportion. By this 
reckoning Cirrha was conquered An. 1. Olymp. 
$3; Alcmegon entertained the meffengers of 
Croefus An. 1. Olymp. 58. four years betore the 
conqueft of Sardes by Cyrus; and the tyranny 
of Pififtratus began at Athens An. 3. Olymp. 57. 
inftead of An. 4. Olymp. 54. 


3. Iphitus > and his fucceffors prefided both 
in the temple of Jupiter Olympius and in 
the Olympic games, till the 26th Olympiad, 
the viétors being always rewarded with a Tripos. 
But then the Pifzans getting above the Eleans 
began to prefide, rewarded the viétors with a 
crown, and inftituted the Carnéa to Apollo. 
They continued to prefide till Phidon interrupt- 
ed them, which he did in the 49th Olympiad. 
For in the 48th the © Pifoeans having confede- 
rated with feveral Greeks fell upon the Eleans, 
and in the end were beaten. During this war it was 
very probably that Phidon prefided in the O- 
lympic games ; for in the goth Olympiad, to 
put an end to the contentions of the Kings about 
prefiding, two men were chofen by lot out of 
the city Elis to prefide ¢. 

VII. The 


b Strab, 1. S. p. 295. 
¢ Pauf. 1. 5. ¢. 9, 
4 This agrees perfe&tly well with the period of the 
Return of the Heraclides, as determined above. For 
Strabo (1. 8 p. 358.) fays, that Phidon was the tenth 
from Temenus, one of the three brothers who led back 
the Heraclides, and had the kingdom of Argos for his 
fhare ; not the tenth king, but the tenth from father ro 
fon, including Temenus. If 27 years-be reckoned to a 
generation, the 9 intervals will amount to 243, which 
counted 
4 
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> 


VII. Lhe time of Draco’s being Archin, of So- 
Jon’s making bis laws and vifiting Crefus. Ac- 
cording to Ptolomy’s Canon Cyrus took Baby- 
lon nine years before his death, or An. Nabonaff, 
20g. and An. 2. Olymp. 60; he took Sardes 
An. 1. Olymp. §9. as Scaliger collects from So- 
ficrates. Now Croefus was at that time King of 
Lydia, and had reigned 14 years, and therefore he 
began to reign An. 3. Olymp. 55. After Solon 
had made his laws, he obliged the Athenians by 
oath to obferve thefe laws, till he returned from 
his travels. He ftaid abroad 10 years, and up- 
on his return found Pififtratus began to affect 
the tyranny, which made him travel once more ; 
and about this time Croefus invited him to Sardes. 
Now before Solon went to Sardes, Croefus had 
conquered all Afia minor, as far as the river 
Halys ; and therefore he received ,Sclon’s vifit 
towards the latter part of his reign: fo that we 
may place it upon the gth year thereof, An. 3. 
Olymp. 57 5; and the Legiflature of Solon 12 
years earlier, An. 3. Olymp. 54; and that of 
Draco to years earlier ftill, An. 1. Olymp. 52. 
After Solon had vifited Croefus, he went into 
Cilicia and other parts, and died abroad the 
next year, which was the 2d of the tyranny of 
Pififtratus, An. 4. Olymp. $7. 


counted back from the 48th Olympiad, in which Phidon 
flourifhed, will place the Recurn of the Heraclides 
about 50 years before the firft Olymp. as above. Chro- 
nologers have generally reckoned 515 years between 
that Return and the 48th Olymp. and Phidon the 7th 
from Temenus, which is at the rate of 85 years to a 
generation, one with another, and therefore not to be 
admitted. 
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“© We have now fhewed, fays our great Au- 
thor, that the Phoenicians of Zidon, under 
the conduct of Cadmus and other Captains, 
flying from their enemies, came into Greece 
with Letters and other arts, about the 16th 
year of King David’s reign; that Europa, 
the fifter of Cadmus, fled fome days before. 
him from Zidon, and came to Crete, where 
fhe became the mother of Minos, about the 
18th or zoth year of David’s reign ; that Se- 
foftris and the great Bacchus, and by confe- 
quence alfo Ofiris, were one and the fame 
King of Egypt with Sefac, and came out of 
Egypt in the sth year of Rehoboam, to in- 
vade the nations, and died 25 years after So- 
lomon ; that the Argonautick Expedition was 
about 43 years after the death of Solomon ; 
that Troy was taken about 76 or 78 years af- 
ter the death of Solomon; that the Phceni- 
cians of Tyre were driven from the red Sea 
by the Edomites, about 87 years after the 
death of Solomon, and within two or three 
years began to make long voyages upon the 
Mediterranean, failing to Spain, and be- 
yond, under a Commander, whom for his 
induftry, conduct and difcoveries, they ho- 
noured with the names of Melcartus and Her- 
cules : that the return of the Heraclides into 
Peloponnefus, was about 1§8 years after the 
death of Solomon ; that Lycurgus the Legi- 
flator reigned at Sparta, and gave the three 
Difcs to the Olympick treafury, An. 1. O- 
lymp. 18. or 273 years after the death of So- 
lomon, the Quénquertium being at that time 
added to the Olympick games ; that the 
Greeks began foon after to build Zriremes, 
and to fend colonies into Sicily and Italy, 
which gave the name of Grecia magua to 
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thofe countries ; that the firft Meffenian war 
ended about 350 years after the death of So- 
lomon f, or An. 1. Olymp. 37 5 thatPhidon 
was contemporary to Solon, and prefided in 
the Olympick games in the 49th Olympiad, 
or 397 years after the death of Solomon ; ihat 
Draco was Archon, and made his laws An. 1. 
Olymp. 52 5; and Solon, An. 3. 54; and that 
Solon vifited Crocus An. 3. Olymp. 57, or 
433 years after the death of So.omon ; and 
Sardes was taker by Cyrus 43% years, and Ba- 
bylon by Cyrus 443 years, and Ecbatane by 
Cyrus 445 years after the death of Selomon: 
And theie periods being fettled, they become 
a foundation for building the Chronology of 
the ancient times upon them ; and nothing 
more remains for fettling fuch a Chronology, 
than to make thefe periods a little exatter, if 
it can be, and to fhew how the antiquities of 
Greece, Egypt, Affyria, Chaldea and Me- 
dia, may fuit therewith. 

This our great Author proceeds to execute in 


the remainine part of the Work. But as the 
arguments he ufes confift of feveral chains of 
hiftorical facts which cannot poffibly be fhorrened, 
I fhall only mention the chief corrections he 
makes in the Chronology of antient Empires, 
particularly with refpeét to the times of their 
Rife and Fall. 


The Egyptians antiently boafted of a very 


great and laiting Empire under their Kings Am- 
mon, Ofiris, Bacchus, Sefoftris, Hercules, Mem- 
non, €c. reaching Eaftward to the Indies, and 
Weftward to the Atlantic Ocean; and out of 
vanity made this monarchy fome thoufands of 


X 2 years 


+ See p. 266. and note i. The Return of the Hera- 


clides was 158 years fter the death of Solomon, and the 
end of the firft Meffenian war 190 years jater than that 


Return ; which two fums make about 35 
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years older than the world. But Sir Ifaac fhows 
that Ammon the eldeft of thofe Princes was 
contemporary to David, and married his daugh- 
ter to Solomon, about the year before Chrift rorg ; 
and that his fon Sefoftris, called alfo Ofiris, Bac- 
chus, Hercules, and Sefac, was about the fame 
Age with Rehoboam, and {poiled the temple in 
his reign about 974 years before Chrift. For 
1. Befides what has been faid of Sefoftris above, 
who certainly lived in the age of the Gods of 
Egypt, being deified by feveral names, Neptune 
and his fon Atlas made war upon the Gods, 
who were the founders of the Empire of Egypt ; 
and Ulyffes found Calypfo the daughter of At- 
Jas in the ifland Ogygia, perhaps Gadir, pre- 
fently after the Trojan war, which therefore was 
but two generations later than the wars of the 
Gods, and the rife of the Empire of Egypt. 
2. 'This fame Neptune, with Apollo or Orus, for- 
tified Troy with a wall in the reign of Laome- 
don the father of Priam, and left many natural 
children in Greece, fome of whom were Argo- 
nauts, and others contemporary to them. So 
that he and the Gods of Egypt flourifhed only 
one generation before the Argonautick Expedi- 
tion. 3. All hiftorians ? agree that Menes 
reigned in Egypt next after the Gods, turned 
the river into a new channel, made a bridge 
over it, and over-againft the place where 
Grand-Cairo now ftands, built Memphis, and the 
body of a magnificent temple of Vulcan. Now 
all thefe circumftances agree alfo to Memnon or 
Amenophis, from whom Memphis had its E- 
gyptian names Moph, Noph, Menof or Menuf, 
as it is ftill called by the Arabian hiftorians. The 
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Greeks, before the days of Hefiod, feigned that 
Memnon or Amenophis was the fon of Titho- 
nus the elder brother of Priam, who being a 
beautiful youth, was carried into Ethiopia among 
other captives by Sefoftris. Memnon or Ame- 
nophis was theretore, according to thofe antient 
Greeks, one generation younger than Tithonus 
and his brother Priam, and was born after the 
return of Sefoftris into Egypt ; fuppofe 16 or 
20 years after the death of Solomon. He is faid 
to have lived very long, and fo might dye about 
95 years after Solomon, as we reckoned above. 
Sir Ifaac thinks him to have been the fon of Ze- 
rah the Ethiopian whom he fucceeded. His 
fucceffors Ramefes, Meeris, Afychis, and Pfam- 
miticus built the Weftern, Northern, Eaftern, 
and Southern Porticos of the temple of Vulcan, 
which Menes or Amenophis founded; Pfam- 
miticus, who built the laft, lived 300 years after 
the defeat of Zerah by Afa, and it is not likely that 
this temple could be more than 300 years in 
building. From thefe things it follows, that the 
reign of the Gods of Egypt, whom Amenophis 
immediately fucceeded in the days of Afa, could 
not be more antient than Sir [aac has made it. 
4. Add, that Solon having travelled into Egypt, 
and converfed with the priefts of Sais about 
their antiquities, wrote a Poem of what he had 
learnt; and from thence Plato © tells us, that 
the wars of the great Gods of Egypt were in 
the days of Cecrops and Erechtheus, and a lit- 
tle before Thefeus, or about one generation be- 
fore the Argonautick Expedition. 

Ofiris or Sefoftris being flain in the sth of 
Afa by his brother Japetus, whom the Egypti- 
ans called Typhon, Python, and Neptune, the 
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Libyans under Japetus, and his fon Atlas, in- 
vaded Egypr, and raifed that famous war be- 
tween the gods and the giants, from whence 
the Nile had the name of Eridanus. But Orus 
the fon of Ofiris having prevailed by the affift- 
ance of the Ethiopians, reigned till the 15th of 
Afa; and then Zerah having invaded Egypt with 
an army of Ethiopians, drowned Orus, the Phae- 
ton of the Poets, in Eridanus. Zerah was that 
fame year routed by Afa, fo that he could not 
recover himfelf, and was fucceeded by Ameno- 
phis, a youth of the royal family of the Ethio- 
pians, and probably his fon. But the people of 
the lower Egypt revolting from him fet up 
Ofarfinhus for their king, and calling in a 
great body of Phoenicians to fupport him 
obliged Amenophis, with the remains of his fa- 
ther’s army, to retire from the lower Egypt to 
Memphis, which he built and fortified againft 
Ofarfiphus. After this he retired into Ethiopia, 
where he ftaid 13 years; and then coming back 
with a great army fubdued the lower Egypt, 
expelling the people who had lately been called 
in from Phoenicia. And this Sir Ifaac takes to 
be the fecond expulfion of the fhepherds, 
the firft having been, he thinks, in the days 
of Samuel and Eli, and in the reigns of Mifphrag- 
muthofis and Amofis. In the midft of thefe 
diftractions the Princes of Greece thinking 
this a good opportunity to free themfelves 
from the yoke of Egypt which Sefoftris had 
Jaid upon them, contrived the Argonautic Ex- 
pedition, and fent a folemn embaffy to the na- 
tions upon the coafts of the Mediterranean and 
Euxine feas for that purpofe, about 43 years after 
the death of Solomon ; and by thefe things the 
mighty Empire of Egypt was broke to pieces. 
| About 
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About the year before Chrift 788, the Affyrians 
and Ethiopians revolted from Afychis, and E- 
gypt itfelf was again divided into feveral {mall 
kingdoms. Sabacon the Ethiopian taking ad- 
vantage of this divifion invaded and conquered 
Egypt about 751 years before Chrift, and three 
or four before the Era of Nabonaffar; the E- 
gyptians who fled from him to Babylon having 
carried the form of their year thither. About 
80 years after this, and 671 before Chrift, Afer- 
hadon king of Affyria fubdued Egypt, and com- 
mitted the government of it to twelve Princes, 
who after his death revolted from the Affyrians, 
and reigned there together for 15 years; and 
then Pfammiticus, one of them, conquered all 
the reft. At laft, in the year of Nabonaffar 178, 
before Chrift 569, Nebuchadnezzar invaded and 
{ubdued Egypt, which continued fubject to Ba- 
bylon for 40 years, till the death of Cyrus ; and 
then recovering its liberty, it was again con- 
quered by Cambyfes, An. Nabonaff. 223, or 
224, before Chrift 526, and has ever fince continu- 
ed in Servitude, as was predicted by the Prophets. 

The Empire of the Affyrzans is made as old as 
Noah’s flood within 60 or 70 years by Ctefias, 
and the antient Greek and Latin Writers who 
copied from him, and is fuppofed to have been 
founded by Nimrod. Sir If{aac allows that Nim- 
rod founded a kingdom at Babylon, and perhaps 
extended it into Affyria; and adds, that it was 
but of {mall extent, if compared with the Em- 
pires which rofe up afterwards, being confined 
to the fertile plains of Chaldza, Chalonitis, and 
Affyria, watered by the Tigris and Euphrates ; 
and that if it had been greater, it could not con- 
tinue long fo, it being the cuftom in thofe early 
ages for every father to divide his territories a- 
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mong his fons. ‘Thus, fays he, Noah was king 
of all the world, Cham of all Afric, and Japhet 
of all Europe and Afia minor, but left no ftand- 
ing kingdoms. For, 1. The four kings who 
in the days of Abraham invaded the fouthern 
coaft of Canaan, came from the countries where 
Nimrod had reigned, and perhaps were fome 
of his pofterity who had fhared his conquefts. 
After the days of Nimrod we hear no more of 
an Affyrian Empire till the days of Pul, 790 
years before Chrift. Homer is entirely filent 
about it, though he celebrates the kings of 
Egypt and of Perfias Nay, 2. It appears 
from {cripture © and hiftory, that all the countries 
over whichthe Empire of A flyria could be fuppofed 
to extend, were fubjeét to other Lords than the 
Affyrians at the very time this Empire is fup- 
pofed to flourifh, and continued fo till the days 
of Pul and his fucceffors. Sefac and Memnon 
were great conquerors, and reigned over Chal- 
dea, Affyria, and Perfia ; and yet in their hi- 
ftories there is not a word of any oppofition 
made to them by an Affyrian Empire then 
ftanding : but on the contrary, Sufiana, Media, 
Perfia, Bactria, Armenia, Cappadocia, &c. 
were conquered by them, and continued in fub- 
jection to the kings of Egypt till after the long 
reign of Ramefes the fon of Memnon; which 
things are utterly inconfiftent with the being 
of an Aflyrian Empire before and at that 
time. 3. The golden cup of Semiramis was 
preferved till the conqueft of Croefus by Da- 
rius the Mede 549 years before Chrift, which 
makes it very improbable fhe fhould have lived 


© Judg. iii, 8. 2 Sam, viii. and x. Ami. 5. 2 Kings 
XV. 31. and xix, 12. Gen, xll and x. 10. Ifa. x. 9. 
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fo many ages before that time, as Chronologers 
have generally reckoned fhe did“, 5. Niniveh the 
capital of the Affyrian Empire, though it was a 
large city in the days of Jonah, (who prophefied 
in the latter end of the reign ot Jehoahaz, and 
the beginning of the reign of joafh kings of 
Ifrael, then affli€ted by the kings of Syria, a- 
bout 60 years before the reign of Pul,) was 
full of paftures for cattle, fo that it contained 
only 120 thoufand perfons; and was not yet 
grown {fo great and potent, as not to be terrified 
at the preaching of the Prophet, nor above the 
fear of being invaded and ruined by it’s neighe 
bours within 40 days. It had indeed got tree 
from the dominion of Egypt fome time before, 
and had a Monarch of its own, but he was 
mot yet called the king of Affyria, but the 
king of Nineveh only ¢ ; and his Proclama- 
tion for a Faft was not publifhed in feveral 
nations, nor in all Affyria, but only in 
that city, and perhaps the villages and fub- 
urbs thereof. But foon after, vz. in the reign 
of Pul, its Kings began to be called Kings of 
Affyria. 6. Amos prophefied in the reign of Jero- 
boam the fon of Joafh, about ten or twenty 
years before the reign of Pul ; and he {peaking 
¢ of the judgments which God threatened to 
bring upon Ifrael by the Affyrians, does not 
name them, but calls them a nation tobe ratfed up. 
Whereas in the books of the other prophets, 


* Sir aac makes Semiramis the Queen of Nabonaf- 
far Pul’s younger fon, who, he fays, finifhed the city of 
Babylon which his father Pul had founded, and called 
one of the gates of it by the name of his queen Semira- 
mis. 

¢ Jon. lil. 6, 7. 

* Amos Vl. 13, 14; 
which 
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which were written after the monarchy grew up, 
it is openly named upon all occafions ; but in 
this of Amos not once, though the captivity of 
Iirael and Syria by the Affyrians be the fubjeét 
of the prophecy, and that of I{rael often threat- 
ened : he only fays in general, that Syria fhould 
go into captivity beyond Kir, and Ifrael be car- 
ried away beyond Damafcus, by @ nation to be 
raifed up, whom they yet feared not. 7.'The fame 
prophet f threatening Ifrael with what had lately 
befallen other nations, mentions no place then 
conquered by the Affyrians, except one, Cal- 
neh 8, or Chalonitis, which ftood upon the Ti- 
gris between Babylon and Nineveh. The other 
places, Gath and Hamath, with the fate of 
which he threatens his countrymen, had been 
conquered juft before, the one by Uzziah " K. of 
Judah, and the other by Jeroboam ‘ King of = 
rael: and this argues that the King of Nineve 

was but juft beginning that vaft career of vieto- 
ries which we read of foon after, in the meflage 
which Sennacherib Cwhen warring in Syria 
about feven years after the captivity of the ten 
tribes, and in the 16th Olympiad) fent to the 
K. of Judah *, and alfo in Haiah !; where the 
deftruction brought upon af the Countries round 
about Affyria, is recited as frefh in the memory 
of the Ifraelites. 8. All thefe Nations ™ had till 
now their feveral gods, and each accounted his 
god the god of his own land, and the defender 


€ Amos Vi. 2. 

= Calneh or Calno was founded by Nimrod, and ftood 
where Bagdad now ftands. 

n 2 Chron. xxvi. 6. i2 Kings xiv. 25. 

k 2 Kings xix. 13 1 Tfa. x. 8. 

™ 2 Kings xvii. 2A, 30) 31- and xViile 33) 349 35 
o Chron, xxxll 13) 15. 
there- 
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thereof againft the gods of the neighbouring 
countries, and particularly againft thofe of Af- 
fyria ; and therefore they were never till now 
united under the Affyrian monarchy, efpcecially 
feeing the K. of Affyria does not boaft of their 
being conquered oftener than once. 9. Immedi- 
ately after the return of the Jews from the Ba- 
bylonian captivity, they are reprefented as ha- 
ving been afflicted fince the time of the kings of 
Affyria unto that day ; that is, from the rife of 
the Affyrian Empire ; and Paleftine was not mo- 
lefted by the Affyrians till the days of Pul, who 
with his Succeffors affli€ted Ifrael, and conquer- 
ed the nations round about them : Ifrael conti- 
nued in its greatnefs till Pul’s time ; for after 
Jeroboam had conquered Damafcus and Hamath, 
his Succeffor Menahem deftroyed Tiphfah with 
its territories upon Euphrates, becaufe they 
opened not to him ; but Pul being now grown 
formidable by fome victories, obliged Menahem 
to buy his peace. From all thefe circumftances, 
Pul may be juftly reckoned the firft Conqueror 
and Founder of this Empire ; for God ftirred up 
the (pirit of Pul, and the {pirit of Tiglath-Pilefer 
King of Affyria®. 

When Pul died, he was fucceeded at Nineveh 
by his eldeft fon Tiglath-Pilefer, at the fame 
time that he left Babylon with the Province of 
Chaldza to his younger fon Nabonaffar ; but in 
the 68th year of Nabonaffar, it was again uni~ 
ted to the Affyrian Empire by Afferhadon, the 
fon of Sennacherib. ‘This Sennacherib invaded 
Pheenicia in the 14th of Hezekiah, and at- 
tempted Egypt; but Sethon, or Sevechus K. of 
Egypt, and Tirhakah King of Ethiopia coming 


» 3 Chron. v, 20, 
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againft him, he loft in one night 185 thoufand 
men °. Upon this defeat, he returned in hafte 
to Nineveh, where he was foon after flain by 
two of his fons. The Medes, encouraged by 
the great flaughter of his army, (which had ex- 
ceedingly weakened him) took that opportu- 
nity P to revolt from the Affyrians. In the year 
of Nabonaffar 123, Nabopolaffar 4 General of 
Chyniladon’s forces in Chaldza revolted from 
him, and became King of Babylon. At length 
Nebuchadnezzar, the fon of Nabopolaffar, mar- 
ried Amyite, the fifter of Cyaxeres, and daugh- 
ter of Aftyages K. of Media. Thefe two fa- 
milies being thus united, confpired againft the 
Affyrians ; and Nebuchadnezzar and Cyaxeres 
led the armies of Chald#a and Media againft 
Nineveh, flew Sarac the fon of Chyniladon, 
deftroyed the city, and fhared the kingdom of 
the Affyrians, in the year of Nabonaffar 140. 
This vi€tory, which the Jews refer to the Chal- 
deans, the Greeks to the Medes, Tobit, Poly- 
hiftor, Jofephus and Ctefias to both, gave a be- 
ginning to the great fuccefles of Nebuchadnez- 
gar and Cyaxeres, and laid the foundation of 
the two contemporary Empires of the Babylo- 


© As fome fay by a plague, or perhaps by lightning, 
or a fiery wind which blows fometimes in the defarts 
of Africk ; or rather he was furprifed in the night by 
the two Kings: for, in memory of this aétion, the E- 
gyptians erected a ftatue to Sethon, with a Mowe in his 
hand, which was their fymbol of Deftrufion. Some not 
underftanding this, pretended that a great multitude of 
Mice gnawed all the bow-ftrings of the Affyrians in one 
night, fo that they became an eafy prey to their ene- 
mies. 


P Tobit 1. 15. 
q Alex. Polyhift, apud Eufeb, in Chron. p. 46. & ap. 
Syncell. p. 210, 
uians 
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nians and Medes, into which that of the Affyri- 
ans was divided. ‘That the fall of the Affyrian 
empire is to be fixed to the year of Nabonaffar 
140, or the 2d of Jehoiakim, appears from 
hence: In the reign of Jofiah, when Zepha- 
niah prophefied, Nineveh and the kingdom of 
Affyria were ftanding, and their fall then pre- 
di€ted by that prophet‘ ; and in the end of his 
reign, Pharaoh Nechoh K. of Egypt, the Suc- 
ceffor of Pfammitichus, went up againft the 
King of Affyria to the river Euphrates, to fight 
againft Carchemifh, or Circutium, and in his 
way thither flew Jofiah *; and therefore the laft 
K. of Affyria was not then flain. But in the 
gd and 4th years of Jehoiakim, the Succeffor of 
Jofiah, the two Conquerors having taken Ni- 
neveh, and finifhed the war in Affyria, led 
their forces againft the K. of Egypt, as an in- 
vader of their right of conqueft, and having 
beat him at Carchemifh, took ffrom him what- 
ever he had newly taken from the Affyrians. So 
that the taking of Nineveh, and the killing of 
Sarac happening after the death of Jofiah, and 
before the third of Jehoiakim, the fall of the 
Affyrian empire, and the rife of thofe of Baby- 
Jon and Media, may juftly be placed on the 2d of 
Jehoiakim,or the14oth of Nabonaffar, bef. Ch.608. 

But in order to determine the years of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, the founder of the Babylonian em- 
pire, and of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah more 
exactly, and thereby to connect the Chrono- 
logy of the Jews in the Old Teftament with 
that of later times, our Author obferves from 
Ptolomy’s Canon, that Nabopolaffar died in the 


¥ Zeph. 1. 1. & il. 13: 

$ 2 Kings xxiii. 29. 2 Chron. xxxv. 20. 
t 2 Kings xxiv. 7. Jer. xlyi. 2, Eufeb. Prep. I. 9. ¢.35. 
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year of Nabonaffar 144, and Nebuchadnezzar 
his fon in the 18”th of the fame Era. Now 
the year of his death was the 37th of Jeco- 
niah’s captivity t, which therefore begun in the 
150th of Nabonaffar. It began in the 8th of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign", who therefore was 
made king by his father in the year of Nabonaffar 
142, two years before he died. It alfo begun 
in the 11th of Jehoiakim’s reign * ; for the firft 
of Nebuchadnezzar was the fourth. of Jehoia- 
kim Y: therefore ‘Feboiakim fucceeded his father 
Fofiah in the year of Nabonaffar 139. Je- 
coniah his fon reigned three months, ending 
with this captivity, and the roth year of his 
captivity was the 18th of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
reign? ; and the r1th of his brother and fuc- 
ceffor Zedekiah, in which Jerufalem was ta- 
ken, was the nineteenth of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
reign. ‘Therefore Ferujalem was taken, and 
the Temple burnt, in the year of Nabonaffar 160, 
about twenty years after the Deftruction of 
Nineveh. To this add, that the reign of 
Darius Hyftafpis over Perfia, by the Canon and 
the confent of all Chronologers, and by feveral 
eclipfes of the moon, began in {pring in the 
year of Nabonaflar 227 : and that in the 4th year 
of his reign, in the 4th day of the gth Moneth 
Chifleu, the Jews are reprefented * as having 
fafted and mourned in the sth month for the 
burning of the temple, and in the 7th for the 
death of Gedaliah during 70 years ; which be- 
ing counted backwards from that time, will 
place the burning of the temple and death of 
Gedaliah in the year of Nabonaffar 160, as above. 


r* 


t 2 Kings xxv. 27. « 2 Kings xxiv. 126 
: * 2 Kings xxiil, 36. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 5, 

y Jer. XXV. I, 2 Jer, xxxll, Is 

* Zech, Vil, | 
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But in comparing Ptolomy’s Canon with the 
Jewifh Chronicles it muft be obferved, that as 
the Chaldzan Aftronomers always counted the 
reigns of their kings by the years of Nabonaffar, 
beginning them at the laft Thoth © of their pre- 
deceffor’s reign ; fo the Jews, as their Authors 
fay, counted the reigns of theirs by the years of 
Mofes ©, beginning every year in the fame man- 
ner with the month Nifan. So that if any 
king began his reign but a few days before the 
Thoth, or the beginning of Nifan, it was rec- 
koned to him for a whole year, and the firft 
Thoth or Nifan in his reign was the beginning 
of his fecond year. ‘Thus the firft year of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, according to the Jewifh reckon- 
ing, began with the month Nifan in the year of 
Nabonaffar 14.2 ; and his ninth year, and the firft 
of Jeconiah’s captivity, and Zedekiah’s reign, 
began with the month Nifan, in the year of 


b The Chaldzan and Egyptian year confifted of 365 
days, which wants 5 hours 49 minutes of the Equi- 
nottial year, and their Thoth or firft day of it for that 
reafon was continually moving backwards about one day 
ing years. This year begun firft in Egypt on the Ver- 
nal Equinox 9% years after the death of Solomon; and 
about 137 years after that, it begun firft in Babylon onthe 
26th of February, O. S. and was called the AXra of Na- 
bonaffar. The Jewifh year was Lunifolar, and the firft 
day of it upon that account very uncertain. All their 
months begun with the new moon, and their firft month 
Abib or Nifan contained part of our March, and part 
of April. It had its name from the earing of corn in 
that month, and the Paffover was kept upon the 14th 
day of it, the moon being then full. But if the corn 
was not then ripe enough for offering the firft fruits, the 
feftival was put off by adding an intercalary month to 
the end of the year ; and the harveft was got in before 
the Pentecoft, and the other fruits gathered before the 
feaft of the 7th month. 


¢ Of this we have an inftance in 1 Kings vi. 1. 
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Nabonaffar 150 5 and his 18th year, and the 
toth of Zedekiah began with the month Nifan 
in the year of Nabonaffar 159. Now in the 
gth of Zedekiah, Nebuchadnezzar invaded Ju- 
dza, and in the roth month of that year he be- 
fieged Jerufalem 4; and from hence to the roth 
month in the fecond of Darius are exactly 70 
years: and fo much Zechariah makes it‘. Thefe 
things being thus fixed, the Chronology of the 
Old Teftament may be connected with later 
times. For from the death of Solomon to the 
oth of Zedekiah, in which Nebuchadnezzar in- 
vaded Judza, and laid fiege to Jerufalem, were 
390 years, as appears from Ezekiel iv. and b 
fumming up the years of the kings of Judah ; 
and from the 9th of Zedekiah inclufively to the 
vulgar /Era of Chrift there were $90 years : and 
thefe two numbers with half the reign of Solo- 
mon make juft a thoufand years. 

As the Chaldezans and Medes together de- 
ftroyed the Affyrian Empire, and upon its ruins 
founded thofe of Babylon and Media; fo the 
Empire of Babylon was not long after deftroyed 
by the Medes in the 210th year of Nabonaffar, 
that famous city being then taken by Cyrus, the 
general and brother-in-law of Darius the Mede, 
the fon and fucceffor of Cyaxares, who in con- 
junction with Nebuchadnezzar took and deftroy- 
ed Niniveh, and with it the Affyrian Empire, as 
has been faid. Herodotus and others make Cy- 
rus the immediate fucceffor of his grandfather 
Aftyages, before whom they place Cyaxares ; 
but according to Sir Ifaac, Aftyages, Cyaxares 
and Darius reigned fucceffively over the Medes 


4 2 Kings xxv. 1. Jer. xxxiv. I, xxxix. I, and lil, 4. 
© Zech. i, 7, 12. 
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before Cyrus ; and he fupports his opinion by 
feveral arguments. 1. /Ef{chylus § who flourifhed 
in the days of Darius Hyftafpis and Xerxes, and 
died in the 76th Olympiad, attributes the found- 
ing of the Medo-Perfian Empire to the two 
immediate predeceffors of Cyrus, the firft of 
which he fays was a Mede, and the fecond his 
fon. Now Daniel tells us that the fecond was 
Darius the Mede, the immediate predeceffor of 
Cyrus ; and therefore the firft was the father of 
Darius, and Daniel calls him Achfuerus, or A- 
hafuerus, of the feed of the Medes, or feed 
royal. Achfuerus is the fame name with Affue- 
rus, Oxyares, Axeres, Cy-axeres, 7. e. Prince 
Axeres, tor that is the import of the word Cy. 
This is that Affuerus who together with Nebu- 
chadnezzar took and deftroyed Nineveh, ac- 
cording to Tobit ; which aétion is by the Greeks 
attributed to Cyaxeres. ‘This Cyaxeres was the 
greateft warrior of all the kings of the Medes >: 
he was much more valiant than his anceftors, 
and the firft who divided the kingdom into pro- 
vinces, and reduced the irregular forces of the 
Medes into difcipline and order: and therefore 
by the teftimony of Herodotus, he was the fame 
king of the Medes whom /E{chylus makes the 
founder of the empire, and te firft that led the 
army ; and his fon, who he fays finifbed ihe work 
of eftablifhing the Medo-Perfian empire over all 
Afia, could not be Aftyages, who did nothing 
glorious, but Darius the conqueror of Lydia 
and Babylon. 2. Cyrus lived 70 years accords 
ing to Cicero, and reigned 9 years over Ba- 
bylon, according to Ptolomy’s canon; he was 


8 Perfe, v- 767. 
h Herodot. |. 1. ¢. 1036 
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therefore 61 years old at the taking of Babylon, 
at which time Daniel tells us Darius the Mede 
was 62 years old. Now Cyrus and Darius be- 
ing nearly of the fame age, and the former be- 
ing the grandfon of Aftyages by his daughter 
Mandane, whom he married to Cambyfes a. 
prince of Perfiat, Duarius muft have been two 
generations younger than Aftyages. Cyaxeres * 
was the fon of Aftyages, and gave his daughter 
to Cyrus, who was her coufin-german, and 
much about the fame age with her. So that it 
feems plain that Aftyages, Cyaxeres and Darius 
reigned fucceflively over the Medes; and Cyrus 
being the brother-in-law of Darius the king 
was made his general, and fucceeded him in the 
kingdom. Add, 3. That the true name of the 
predeceffor of Cyrus is preferved in the Darics, 
which after his victory over Croefus by the con-: 
duct of his general Cyrus, about 14 or 15 years 
before the taking-of Babylon, he coined out of 
the gold and filver of the conquered Lydians. 
For they were coined not by the father of 
Xerxes, but by an earlier Darius, Darius the 
firft, by the firft king of the Medes and Perfi- 


} Xenoph. Cyrop. Il. 1. Herod. 1. 1. c. 107) 108. 

*. Xenoph. Cyrop. |. 1. & 1. 8. 

b Suid. in Aapernos & Aapernss Harpocr. in LD 261105 
Scholiaft. in Ariftoph. “Exranaalssdr, v. 593. The Sta- 
teres Darici, as they were called, were of the fame value 
and weight with the Attic Stater, or piece of gold mo- 
ney weizhing two drachms. Some of them are ftill in 
being both in gold and filver; they were ftamped on 
one fide with the effigies of an archer, with a fpiked 
crown on his head, a bow in his left hand, and an ar- 
row in his right, and cloathed with a long robe. Cre- 
fus coined gold monies in plenty, called Cree, 
which after the overthrow of his kingdom Darius re- 
coined with his own effigies, bur did not alter the cur- 
rent weight and value. 


4 ams 

















Art. 22. the Republick of Letters. 319 


ans who coined gold money. Darius feems to” 
have. learnt the ufe of money, and the art of 
coining it from the Lydians, and to have re- 
coined their gold ; tor before the conqueft of 
that country the medes and Perfians had no mo- 
ney ', but the Lydians and Phrygians were rich 
even to a proverb ¥. 

The Perfians having been conquered by the 
Medes about the middle of Zedekiah’s reign, or 
155th year of Nabonaflar, continued in fubjection 
to them till the end of Darius the Mede. Cy- 
rus, who was of the royal family of Perfia, 
might be Satrapa, or Lord-Lieutenant of it, and 
command a body of their forces under Darius, 
but was not yet an abfolute and independent 
king. After the taking of Babylon, when he 
had a victorious army at his devotion, and Da- 
rius was returned into Media, he revolted from 
him in conjunction with the Perfians under 
his command, who were incited to it by Harpa- 
gus a Mede ', who had affifted Cyrus in con- 
quering Croefus and Afia minor, and had been 
injured by Darius. This Harpagus being fent 
by his mafter with an army againft Cyrus, in 
the midft of a battel revolted to him with part 
of his army. Darius raifed frefh forces, and the 
next year fought Cyrus at Pafargade ™ in Per- 
fia, where he was defeated and taken prifoner. 
By this victory the monarchy was tranfla- 
ted to the Perfians, in the year of Nabo- 
naffar 212, about two years after the taking of 
Babylon, and 72 after the deftruction of Nine- 


i Herod. 1.1. ¢. 71. Tfaiah xili 17. 

k Plin. 1. 33. c. 3. has recorded the prodigious quanti- 
ties of gold and filver which Cyrus found in Lydia. 
What the conqueror did with it appears in the Darics. 

1 Suid. in ’Acicupy@. Herod. 1.1. c. 123. and 127. 

m Strab. 1.15. p. 730- 
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veh. And thisMonarchy was alfo deftroyed,and the 
Empire tranflated to the Greeks by Alexander 
the Great, who in the year of Nabonaffar 417, 
on the 2d of Oétober, entirely defeated the ar- 
my of Darius Codomannus in the famed battel 
of Arbela. 

Thus, according to our Author, the Empire 
of Egypt was firft founded by Ammon and his 
fon Sefac ; of whom the former began his reign 
in the year before Chrift 1034, and the latter 
in 1002. It was broke into pieces about the year 
before Chrift 940 by the civil wars in the reign 
of Amenophis, and the revolt of the nations 
upon the coafts of the Mediterranean and Euxine 
feas occafioned thereby, and promoted by the 
Princes of Greece, who undertook the Argo- 
nautic Expedition for that purpofe : and at laft, 
after feveral viciffitudes, Egypt was wholly re- 
duced into fervitude by Cambyfes about the 
year before Chrift 525, and has continued fo e- 
ver fince. 

The Empire of Affyria was firft founded at Ni- 
neveh by Pul in the year before Chrift 790, and 
deftroyed by Cyaxeres and Nebuchadnezzar a- 
bout the year before Chrift 609, after it had 
ftood 180 years. 

_ The Babylonian and Median Empires were con- 
temporary. ‘They were both founded upon the 
ruins of the Affyrian monarchy in the year be- 
for Chrift 609. That of Babylon ftood 70 years, 
and ended in the year before Chrift 538, when 
the city was taken by the Medes under the conduct 
of Cyrus ; who thereupon revolted from Darius the 
Mede, overcame him about 2 years after, and tran- 
flated the Empire from the Medes tothe Perfians in 
the year before Chrift 536: and from them after 
about 204 years it was tranflated to the Greeks by 
Alexan- 
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2 
Alexander the Great in the year before Chrift 


332. 
Towards the end of this work Sir Uaac en- 


deavours to connect the Hiftory and GChronolo- - 


gy of the Jews, as recorded by Ezra, Nehemiah, 
and Daniel, with that of the Babylonian and 
Medo-Perfian Empires. But I fhall not enter 
into the particulars, farther than to obferve, shat 
he labours to prove that the Darius mentioned 
Ezra v. 2, was not Darius’: Nothus, but Darius 
Hyftafpis ; and that the Artaxerxes from whom 
Nehemiah received his commiffion, was not 
Mnemon, but Longimanus. The Reader will 
find this fubjeét largely handled in the learned 
Dr. Prideaux’s Connection, and will be pleafed to 
obferve a much nearer agreement between thefe 
two great men, with regard to the moft impor- 
tant events, than is commonly to be met with 
in works of this nature. 

We have now gone through the moft effen- 
tial corrections made by our great Author in 
the Chronology of antient kingdoms. His ac- 
count of the firft peopling of the earth, the build- 
ang of boufes and towns, the invention of agricul. 
ture, and other arts and {ctences, and the origin 
of idolatry and the heathen gods, which depends 
upon thefe correétions, as it is no lefs ufeful 
and more entertaining, will come in very pro- 
perly here to relieve the mind after the attention 


required to underftand the preceding part of this 
abftract. 


After the flood, all mankind lived together in 
Chaldza under the government of Noah and his 
fons, until the days of Peleg : and fo long they 
continued of ene language, one fociety, and 
one religion. But then being perhaps difturbed 


Y 3 by’ 

































a a > ee ne : a > = 
oe EFS a te si 
a a ae — — = i ™ = 2 


a "ie 


- 


== 


= Fie a3 —_ aes ae — 


a 


a 


E esr 


—— 
wat o> 


a 
eal 
ar .- 


my — . 


— —* Pers > 
23 Ne ae a 
~_ 




















222 The Prefent State of Art. 22. 


by the ambition and rebellion of Nimrod, and 
forced to leave off building the tower of Babel, 
they fpread themfelves into different countries. 
Thofe firft inhabited were fo thinly peopled 
even in the days of Abraham, that four Kings * 
from the coafts of Shinar and Elam, invaded 
and fpoiled the Rephaims, and the inhabitants 
of the large countries of Moab, Ammon and 
Edom, and of the kingdoms of Sodom, Go- 
morrah, Admah and Zeboim; and yet were 
purfued and overthrown by 318 men only, the 
whole force that Abraham and the Princes with 
him were able to raife. Egypt was fo thinly 
peopled before the birth of Mofes, that Pha- 
raoh > being afraid left the children of Ifrael 
fhould grow more numerous and mightier than 
the Egyptians, caufed all their male-children to 
be drowned. The fields of Phoenicia were not 
fully appropriated for want of inhabitants in the 
days of the Patriarchs, who wandered then in 
tents, and fed their flocks where they pleafed : 
and towns began to be built there not long be- 
fore Jofhua; for in his time every city of Ca- 
naan had its own king ; and Adonibezek, one 
of them, had conquered 72 Kings a little be- 
fore ©, Uranus4, or Ammon, the father of Sefac, 
was the firft common King of Lybia: he reign- 
ed in Solomon’s time, and caufed the people, 
who till then wandered up and down, to live 
in towns. About 72 years after the death of 
Solomon, Benhadad K. of Syria ¢ had no lefs 
than 32 Kings in his army againft Ahab. All 


2 Genef. xiv. Deut. ii. 
» Exod. i. ¢ judg. i. 
4 Diod, 1,5. p. 132. © 1 Kings xx, 16. 
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Media was peopled by Just, towns without 
walls, till they revolted from the Affyrians, 267 
years after the death of Solomon. If we come 
into Europe, it appears to have been thinly peo- 
pled at firft from the northern coaft of the Eu- 
xine fea by wandering Scythians, defcended 
from Japhet, who lived fuch a wild rambling 
fort ot life as the Tartars ftill do in the nor- 
thern parts of Afia: they had no houfes, but 
fheltered themfelves from the weather and wild 
beafts in thickets and caves of the earth’. But 
in the days of Eli, about 1125 before Chrift, Mif- 
phragmuthofis, K. of the upper Egypt, having 
expelled the fhepherds, many of them fled un- 
der Lelex, Inachus, Pelafgus, Cecrops », and o- 
ther Captains into Greece, and not only increa- 
fed the number of its inhabitants, but alfo introdu- 
ced the building of houfes, if we may give that 
name to huts of mud or clay ; for fuch their 
firft houfes were, till the brothers Euryalus and 
Hyperbius found out the.art of hardening the 


f Herodot. |. 1. 


¢ Plin. 1.7. ¢. 56. . Such as the caves of mount Ida in 
Crete, in which Minos was educated ; the cave of Cacus, 
and the famed Catacombs near Rome and Naples, after- 
wards ufed as burying places, but erroneoufly thought 
by fome to have been originally defigned for that pur- 
pofe ; the Syringes and many other caves in the fides of 
the mountains of Egypt; the caves of the Troglodites 
between Egypt and the Red-Sea ; thofe of the Phau- 
rufii in Africk, mentioned by Strabo, 1.17.; the thick- 
ets, caves, rocks, high-places and pits, in which the 
Ifraelites hid themfelves from the Philiftims in the days 
of Saul ; and the caves of the Gauls mentioned by Cz- 
far, and many of the fame nature ftill to be feen in 
Scotland and Ireland. 


h Lelex fettled in Laconia, Inachus in Argos, Pelaf- 
gus ia Arcadia, and Cecrops in Attica. 
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clay into bricks.. The Arcadians ‘ accounted 
Pelafgus (one of thofe Egyptian ftrangers) the 
firft Man, and their firft King, and faid that he 
taught the ignorant people to build houfes, for 
defending them from heat and cold, and rain ; 
to make them garments of skins ; and inftead 
of herbs and roots, which were fometimes no- 
xious, to eat the acorns of the beech-tree. His 
fon Lycaon built Lycofura, the oldeft city in 
all Greece, and in the days of Lelex, the Spar- 
tans lived in villages apart. ‘The Greeks there- 
fore did not begin to build houfes and villages 
till about two or three generations before Deu- 
calion’s flood *, and the coming of Cadmus '!. 
Before the arrival of Cadmus, the Greeks 
had a Council of Elders in each town for the 
government thereof, and a place where thefe 
Elders and the people met and worfhipped their 
god with facrifices. ‘Thefe towns they called 
diuot, Peoples, Communities, or Corporation-towns. 
Where feveral of them, for their common fafe- 
ty, united by confent under one Council, they 
erected in one of the dio: a Prytaneum, mes 
vane, Or Court with a place of worfhip, and a 
perpetual fire ™ upon an altar for facrificing ; 


i Pauf. 1. 8. ¢, 1, 2. 

k This Deucalion was K. of Theffaly, which in his 
days was overflowed, fo as to oblige him to fly with his 
family and fubje&s into Attica : and this happened in 
the reign of Cranaus, the Succeffor of Cecrops, one of 
the Egyptian Leaders and Kings of Attiea. 


1 Hellen, the fon of Deucalion, fucceeded his father 
in 'Theffaly immediately after the flood ; and Cadmus 
was contemporary to A®olus, the fon of Hellen : for Ino 
the daughter of Cadmus married Athamas, the fon of 


folus. 


» From ‘Eqs, Five, came the name Vefta, which the 
people at length turned into a goddefs, and fo became 
re-worshippers, like the Perfians, , 
and 
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and there the common council and the people 
affembled to confult, worfhip, feaft, buy and 
fell. This dyuos they walled about for its fafety, 
and called zw mat, the City. Such was the ori- 
ginal of villages, market-towns, cities, common 
councils, veital temples, feafts and fairs in Eu- 
rope. When thefe councils made war, they 
chofe a Commander to lead their armies, and 
he became their Kivg t. ‘This was the ftate of 
Attica in particular, till the days of Thefeus * : 
Jn it were 170 dv, which Cecrops, in the days 
of Samuel, firft reduced into 12 cities, and 
thefe again Thefeus contracted into one ; taking 
away the Courts and Magiftrates of the other 
citics, and making them all meet in one Coun- 
cil, or Prytaneum, at Athens. The original of 
the kingdom of Argos was much in the fame 
manner. Phoroneus the fon of Inachus °, in 
the days of Samuel, : firft gathered the Argives 
into one community, who till then lived {catter- 
ed and apart. And ’tis remarkable P that Ho- 
mer calls all the places which he reckons up in 
the Peloponnefus, except a few, not Céties, but 
Regions ; becaufe each of them confifted of a 
convention of many dvuor, free-towns, which were 
afterwards united into noble cities. 

When Oenotrus 4 the fon of Lycaon, the fon 
of Pelafgus, carried a colony into Italy, find- 
ing it for the moft part uninhabited, and where 
it was, peopled but thinly, he feized a part of it, 


+ The moft celebrated of thefe was the 4mphifyonic . 
Council. It was ere&ted by Amphi&yon the fon of Deu- 
calion at Thermopyle where he reigned, and contained 
twelve nations of the Greeks without Attica. Soon af- 
ter this Acrifius ere&ted the like council at Delphi, abour 
the beginning of Solomon’s reign. 

n Strab. 1.9. Thucyd. J, 2. Plut. in Thefeo. 

© Pauf. 1.2. ¢. 15. P See Strab, 1. $. 

8 Dionyf. |, 1 

and 



















226 The Prefent State of . Art. 22. 


and built a great many little towns in the moun- 
tains, which were the firft in that country. 
None of them however were encompaffed with 
walls, till this colony being engaged in a war 
with the Siculi, whom they at length expelled 
about the middle of Solomon’s reign, were ob- 
liged to do it for their own fafety. Thefe towns 
had their Councils, or Prytanea, after the man- 
ner of the Greeks: for the new kingdom of 
Rome, as Romulus left it ', confifted of thirty 
Courts (Curz@) or Councils, in 30 towns, each 
with the facred fire kept in the Prytaneum ; but 
Numa leaving the feveral fires in their own 
courts, inftituted one common to them all at 
Rome, which by this means he firft made a com- 
pleat city. 

As for the Iflands of the Mediterranean, Sir 
Ifaac fhows they were all peopled in or after the 
days of Solomon, when the Pheenicians had fo 
far improved navigation as to leave the fhore, 
and fail through that fea by the help of the 
{tars ; and he thinks it is not likely that Great 
Britain and Ireland could be peopled fooner, 
before navigation was propagated beyond the 
Straits. It is remarkable of the ifland Rhodes, 
that it was at firft called Ophiufa, becaufe it was 
full of ferpents till Phorbas, a Prince of Argos, 
went thither, and made it habitable by deftroy- 
ing them about the end of Solomon’s reign ; in 
memory whereof he is delineated in the con- 
{tellation Ophbiuchus. The ifland Cyprus * was 
at firft fo overgrown with wood that it could 
not be tilled. They cut it down for the 
melting of gold and filver ; and afterwards when 
they began to fail fafely on the Mediterranean, 


= Dionyf 1. 2. * Strab. | 14. 
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that is, foon after the Trojan war, they built 
fhips and even navies of it; and when they 
could not thus deftroy the wood, they gave 
every man leave to cut down as much as he 
pleafed, and to poffefs all the ground he could 
clear. The Continent of Europe alfo abounded 
very much with woods, one of which called 
the Hercinian Foreft covered a great part of Ger- 
many, being full 9 days journey broad, and a- 
bove 40 long in Julius Cefar’s time. And yet 
the Europeans had been cutting down the woods 
to make room for mankind ever fince the inven- 
tion of iron tools by the Phoenicians in the days 
of Cadmus, and his nephew Minos. 

Thefe footfteps there are of the peopling of 
the earth, and of the origin of Architecture in 
the building of houfes and towns ; which as it 
is one of the moft convenient, if not nece flary 
arts of life, we may reafonably fuppofe was. one 
of the firft inventions of men; and its being 
found out fo late, and introduced into Europe 
no earlier than the days of Eli and Samuel, 
feems to be a good proof that mankind could 
not be much older than is reprefented in fcrip- 
ture, and that the hiftory of Greece could not 
well be more antient than Sir Ifaac has made it. 

Moft arts feem to have owed their original to 
‘the merchants of the Red Sea; carpenters, and. 
navigation, and aftronomy were their invention 
for carrying on:their trade, keeping their ac~ 
compts, building fhips, and guiding them in the 
night by the ftars. ‘The Midians and Ifhmaclite s 
who inhabited the coafts of the Red Sea wer = 
merchants from the days of Jacob the Patriarch >, 
and by their merchandife the Midianites abound - 


b Gen. xxxvil. 28, 36. 
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ed with gold in the days of Mofes *, and in 
the days of the Judges of Ifrael 4, decanfe they 
were Ifbmaelites. They carried their merchan- 
dife on camels through Petra to Rhinocolura, 
and from thence to Egypt. Some © fay that 
king Erythra, 2 e. Efau, invented the veffels, 
sates, in which the Edomites navigated the Red 
Sea, and that he was buried in an ifland thereof 
near the Perfian Gulph. There were boats up- 
on rivers before, fuch as thofe which carried the 
Patriarchs over Euphrates and Jordan, and the 
firft nations over many other rivers for peopling 
the earth, feeking new feats, and invading one 
another’s territories ; and after the example of 
thefe, Ifhmael and Midian the fons of Abraham, 
and Efau his grandfon, being merchants, might 
probably build larger veffels to go to the iflands 
upon the Red Sea, and by degrees learn to na- 
vigate as far as the Perfian gulph : for fhips were 
as old, even upon the Mediterranean, as the 
days of Jacob f. But though the arts above- 
mentioned were fo early known to the Edomites, 
as we may f{uppofe they were not very forward to 
dif{cover thofe things on which their trade depend- 
ed, the reft of the world lived long without 
them. When the Edomites fled from David in- 
to Egypt with their young king Hadad, they 
very probably carried thefe arts thither: for we 
hear nothing of Letters before the days of Da- 
vid, except among the pofterity of Abraham. 
The Egyptians attributed the invention of them 
to Thoth, the fecretary of Ofiris, or Sefac; 


© Numb, xxxl. 50, 51) 52+ ¢ Tudg. vill. 24. 
© Plin, 1. 6. c. 23, 28 & 17. ©. 56. The Red Sea 
was fo called, not from its colour, but from Edom and 
Erythra, the names of Efau, which fignify that colour. 
Gen, xlix. 13. Judg. v. 17. 


whence 
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whence it appears that they begun to be in ufe 
in Egypt a little after the flight of the Edo- 
mites from David. Mofes indeed, who was in- 
ftruéted in all the learning of the Egyptians, 
wrote the Law in a book long before ; but as 
he married the daughter of the Prince of Midi- 
an, and lived with him no lefs than 40 years, 
he probably learnt letters in that country, where 
they had long been in ufe; and Job who lived 
among the § Edomites, the neighbours of Mi- 
dian, mentions the writing down of words as 
practifed there in his days. Nor do we hear 
any thing of Aftronomy, before the Egyptians 
under Ammon and Sefac applied themfelves to 
that ftudy, except the Conftellations mentioned 
by Job, who lived in Arabia Petrea among the 
merchants. As little do we hear of carpenters 
or good architecture, before Solomon fent to 
Hiram king of Tyre to fupply him with fuch 
artificers, faying there were none in I/rael that 
bad skill to bew timber like the Zidonians. The 
Egyptians having the art of making linnen cloth, 
began about the time that the Edomites fled to 
them from David, and taught them navigation, 
to build long fhips with fails ¢ in their port on 
the Red Sea near Coptos, and at Irafa in Lybia 
on the Mediterranean ; and having learnt the 
skill of the Edomites, to obferve the pofitions 
of the ftars, and the length of the Solar year, 
for enabling them to know the pofitions of the 
{tars at any time, and to fail by them at all times, 
without fight of the fhoar. And this gave a 
beginning to Affronomy and Navigation: for hi- 
therto they had only coafted along the fhoar 


s Aug. de Civ. Dei, 1.18. c. 47. 

h Job xix. 23, 24. 

+ Ammon the father of Sefac was the firé that built 
tall fhips with fails. 
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with oars, in round veffels of burden. Their 
old year was Lunifolar, confifting of 12 months, 
and each month of 30 days. To the end of this 
Calendar year they now added § days, which 
made the folar year of 365 days‘. About the 
fame time that thefe arts were brought into E- 
gypt, they were alfo carried into Chaldza *, and 
into Greece by Cadmus and his followers. He- 
rodotus ! fays they introduced many new do- 
€trines ; and that among them were a {fort of 
men called Curetes, exceeding well skilled in the 
arts and fciences of Phoenicia, who were called 
by different names in the feveral places where 
they fettled ™ In Phrygia they were named 
Corybantes, in Crete Idzi Dattyh, in Rhodes 
Telchines, in Samothrace Cabiri; in Eubza, be- 
fore iron was found out, they wrought in cop- 
per, whence the city Chalcis had its name; in 
Lemnos they affifted Vulcan ; and /Etolia was 
from them formerly called the country of the 


i The antient Egyptians feigned (Plut. de Ifid. & Diod. 
I. 1.) that Rhea lay fecretly with Saturn, and Sol prayed 
that fhe might not bring forth in any month, nor in the 
year ; and that Mercury playing at dice with Luna, o- 
vercame and took from the Lunar year the 72d part of 
every day, and thereof compofed five days, which he 
added to the year of 360 days, that the might bring 
forth in them ; and the Egyptians celebrated thofe five 
days as the birth-days of Rhea’s five children, Ofiris, 
Orus fenior, Typion, Ifis, and Nephthe the wife of Ty- 
phon. Now Oftris was Sefac, and therefore the five 
days were added in his father’s reign, or in the latter 
part of David’s. But the folftices nor being yet fettled, 
the beginning of this new year might not be fixed to the 
Vernal Equinox before the reign of Amenophis, as has 
been faid p. 283. 


k Hellad. ap. Phot. c. 279. Hygin. Fab. 274. Polyhift. 
ap. Eufeb. 


+L, 5. c. 58. ™ §trab, 1. ro, 
Curetes. 
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Curetes. By the affiftance of thefe artificers 
Cadmus difcovered gold in the mountains of 
Thrace, and copper at Thebes, the ore of which 
is ftill called Cadmia from him. Having after- 
wards found out iron in mount Ida in Crete, they 
made themfelves armour of it, in which they 


danced at their facrifices with tumult, and cla-. 


mour, and bells, and pipes, and drums, and 


{words, wherewith they ftruck upon each o-. 


ther’s armour in mufical time, appearing feized 
with a divine fury. And this is reckoned 
the original of Mufick and Dancing in Greece P. 
The fame people alfo introduced Letters, and 
mufical Rhymes or Poetry 4. Letters were at the 
fame time brought into Phrygia and Crete by 
the Curetes, and called Epbefian, from the city 
where they were firft taught. By their manu- 
facturing copper and iron into fwords, armour, 
and edged tools for hewing and carving of 
wood, they brought into Europe a new way of 
fighting, and gave Minos an opportunity of 
building a fleet, and gaining the dominion of 
the feas, and fet on foot the trades of Carpenters 
and Smiths in Greece, which are the foundation 
of all manual arts. But Minos’s fleet had no 
Sails at firft', and thefe were the wings which 
the Poets feigned D&dalus made himfelf, when 
by adding them to his Veffel, he fled frem Mi- 
nos into Sicily : So that fhips with Szz/s were 
not ufed by the Greeks before the flight of De- 
dalus, and the death of Minos, who was flain 
purfuing him into Sicily in the reign of Reho- 


P Solin. Polyhift.c.11. Ifid. Orig. lL 11, ¢. 6. 
4 Clem. Strom. 1. 1. 
F Paul. Lg, c. 11, 
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boam. This Dedalus ¢ and his nephew Talus in= 
vented the Chip-ax, Saw, Perpendicular, Wini- 
ble, Compafs, Lurning-lath, Glew, and the Pot- 
ters-wheel 5 and his father Eupalamus contrived 
the Anchor. ‘Thoas, or Cinyras, K. of Cyprus, 
found out copper there, (whence it has its name) 
and the Smith’s hammer, anvil, tongs and laver *. 
And this was the origin of manual Trades and 
rts in Europe. 

Sefoftris left in Colchos tables or defcriptions 
of all his conquefts, and this gave a beginning 
to Geography. When he returned into Egypt, 
he divided the land among the Egyptians, 
which was the rife of Surveying and Geometry. 
Pfammiticus, K. of Egypt, about 650 years be- 
fore Chrift, allowed the Ionians free accefs into 
Egypt, and thence came all the Greek philo- 
fophy, aftronomy and geometry. 

Before the arrival of the Egyptian ftrangers 
in the days of Eli and Samuel, the Greeks fed 
only upon roots and herbs: Pelafgus firft taught 
the Arcadians to eat the acorns of the beech- 
tree. Myles, the fon of Lelex, (another E- 


} Dedalus an Atheniau was a very ingenious artift, 
and taught his skill to Talus his fifter’s fon. Talus im- 
proved very faft by his inftrugtions, but having invented 
the Potter’s-Wheel, Dedalus fearing left his nephew's ge- 
nius fhould excel his own, threw him out of the win- 
dow in a rage, and killed him. Upon this he fled to 
Minos in Crete, where he built the famous Labyrinth, 
in which ‘tis faid the Ming-taure was kept: But being 
fufpe&ed of ferving Pafiphae the wife of Minos in fome 
extravagant amours, he was clapt up in it himfelf. 
However, he efcaped out of it at laft, and fled into Si- 
cily, whither Minos having purfued him was ftifled to 
death by the daughters of Cocalus king of that ifland in 
a Stove or Bagnio; and fome fay Dedalus had met with 
the fame fate from them before. 

* Clem. Al. Admon. ad Gents p. 21, Plin, |. 7. c 56. 


T Pauf, 1, 8 ¢ 3) 2, 
| egyptian 











Art. 22, the Republick of Letters. 333 


gyptian Leader who fettled in Laconia) firft 
fet up a Quern, or Hand-mill to grind corn, 
which they had now found the way to bring 
from Egypt. Erechtheus, alfo an Egyptian, for 
the fervice of procuring corn to be brought in- 
to Attica from Egypt, was made K. of Athens 
about the 25th of David’s reign. He was alfo 
the firft who joined horfes to a chariot in Greece. 
In the beginning of his reign, and about the 
goth of David’s, * Ceres, a woman of Sicily, 
came into Attica, in queft of her daughter Pro- 
ferpine ; fhe educated Triptolemus, the fon of 
Celeus, and taught him to fow corn ; which art 
he again communicated to feveral others. 
When mankind were fcattered into feveral 
countries in the days of Peleg, as has been men- 
tioned, they probably carried along with them 
the laws, cuftoms and religion under which they 
had till then been educated and governed by 
Noah and his Defcendants, and for fome time 
obferved them, as we find by the hiftory of A- 
braham and Melchizedec. The latter was King 
of Jebus, afterwards called Jerufalem, and Prieft 
of the moft high God there ; and Abraham vo- 
luntarily paid tithes to him, which he would 
hardly have done, if they had not been of the 
fame religion. It appears alfo in the book of 
Job*, that this religion confifted chiefly zz be- 
lieving that the World was framed and governed 
by one fupreme God, in loving and worfhipping 
him, honouring our Parents, loving our Neigh- 
bours as our felves, and being merciful even to 
brute beafis: and as there was no difpute be- 


t For Ceres lay with Jafius, the brother of Harmo- 
nia, the wife of Cadmus. Hom. Odyff. E. & Diod. lL. 5. 

4 See particularly c.1. 5, &c, 31. Gen, ix. 4. Lev. xvii. 
12,13. 


APRIL 1728. Zs tween 































ca 


* tS ys wee 
~ ~ = -  e e 











—- ye oP ets: 


ae 








ae ee es SS. rr 

* : a 

—S SS 

7 i . - - 
? on - 


a a 







































234. The Prefent State of Art. 22. 


tween Job and his friends about thefe matters, they 
with their countrymen feem to have been all of the 
fame religion. But at length men, forfaking this 
pure and fimple religion of nature, fell into va- 
rious kinds of idolatry ; which feems to have 
begun in Chald#a and Egypt, and trom thence 
to have overfpread the whole earth. The fun 
when it foined, and the moon walking in bright- 
nes, appear to have been the earlieft, as thofe 
glorious Luminaries are indeed the moft natu- 
ral and excufable objects of idolatrous wor- 
fhip, Cif I may ufe the expreffion); for it is 
mentioned by Job, as au iniquity to be punifbed 
by the judge. Men came afterwards by degrees 
to deify and adore their dead benefagtors. The 
countries upon the Nile and the Tigris being 
exceeding fertile, were firft frequented by man- 
kind, grew firft into kingdoms, and upon that 
account began firft to adore their dead Kings 
and Queens, for the benefits they had received 
from them ; every city fetting up the worfhip 
of its own Founder and Kings, and {preading 
it by alliances and conquefts. Hence came the 
gods of Laban, the gods and goddeffes called 
Baalim and Afhtaroth by the Canaanites, and 
the demons or ghofts to whom they {facriticed, 
and the Moloch to whom they offered their chil- 
dren in the days of Mofes and the Judges. The 
kingdom of Egypt began to worfhip their Prin- 
ces before the days of Mofes, and to this the 
2d Commandment is oppofed. When the fhep- 
herds ¢ invaded the lower Egypt, they checked 
this worfhip, and {pread that of their own Kings. 


b C. xxxl ver. 26. 

+ Thefe fhepherds Sir aac fuppofes to have been the. 

Canaanites, that were driven out by Jofhua. They were 

an abomination to the Egyptians, becaufe they facrifi- 
eed and fed upon the fleth of animals. 

| | At 
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At length the Egyptians of Coptos and 'Thebais 
Cunder Mifphragmuthofis and Amofis) having 
expelled the fhepherds ft in the days of Eli and 
Samuel, put a ftop to the worfhip of their gods, 
to whom they offered human facrifices, and dei- 
fying their own Princes, propagated the wor- 
fhip of 12 of them into their conquefts, and by 
that means made them more univerfal than the 
falfe gods of any other nation, fo as to be cal- 
led Dit magni majorum Gentium*. When the 
Phoenicians came into Greece under Cadmus, 
they introduced there the cuftom of dei- 
fying the dead ; for there are no footfteps of 
this practice before that time ; whereas there 
are innumerable inftances of it in the great men 
who lived in and a little after the days of Cad- 
mus 4, Accordingy the Curetes deified Aferius, 
K. of Crete, Europa his Queen and their Coun- 
trywoman, and Minos her fon, by the names of 
Saturn, Rhea, and Fupiter. Thefe Curetes*, 
for their arts, knowledge, and myfttical practi- 
ces, were reputed wifemen and conjurers by the 
vulgar. In Phrygia their myfteries were about 
Rhea, called Magna mater, and from the places 
where fhe was worfhipped Cybele, Berecynthia, 
Peffinuntia, Dindymene, Mygdonta, and Idea Phry- 
gia ; in Crete and the Zerra Curetum, they were 
about Fupiter Olympius, fon of the Cretan Rhea. 
They reprefented, that when Yupiter was born 
in Crete, his mother Rea caufed him to be 
educated in a cave in mount Ida under their tui- 


+. This was the firft expulfion of the fhepherds, ac- 
cording to our Author ; for the fecond fee p. 306. 

¢ Herodor. 1. 2. ad init. Diod. 1.1. p.8. The names 
of many Cities of Egypt dedicated to thefe gods, fhow 
them to have come originally from that country. 

¢ See Sir Ifaac’s Chronology, p. 159. 

© Strab. lito. Diod. 1. 5. c¢. 4. 
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tion and care, and that they danced f about him 
in armour with great noife, that his father Saturn 
who devoured his children, might not hear 
him cry, and when he was grown up affifted 
him in conquering his father ; in memory of 
which things, they inftituted their myfteries. 
Now the two firft Kings of Crete, after the 
coming of Cadmus and the Curetes, were Affe- 
yius and Minos. Europa their Countrywoman 
was the Queen of the former, and Mother of 
the latter; and in her reign they dwelt in the 
Idgan cave, where they educated Zupiter, found 
out iron, and made armor. Hence it feems 
plain that Aferius was Saturn, Europa his Queen 
was Rhea, and their fon Minos, who de- 
throned his father, was that Zupzter 8 fo famous 
among the Greeks for dominion and juftice, he 
having been the greateft Prince in all Greece in 
thofe days, and the only Legiflator. This opi- 
nion our Author confirms by numerous argu- 
ments: as 1. Lucian ® exprefsly fays that Eu- 
ropa the mother of Minos was worfhipped by 
the name of Rhea, in the form of a woman fit- 
ting in a chariot drawn by lions, with a drum 
in her hand, and a Corona turrita on her head, 
like Aftarte and Ifis. 2. The Cretans anciently 
fhewed the houfe where this Rhea i lived ; and 


f Lucian. de Sacrif. Apollod. lL. 1.c 1. §. 3. & c. 2. 
§. I. 

€ Minos is indeed ufually called the fon of Fupiter ; 
but this is in relation to the fable that Fupiter, in the 
fhape of a Bull, the enfign of the fhip, carried away 
Exropa from Zidon, and by her had Minos : for the Phe- 
nicians, upon their firft coming into Greece, gave the 
name of [ao-pater to every King ; and thus both Minos 
and his father were Jupiters. 

b De Dea Syria, i Diod. |. 5.¢. 4. 
not 
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not only faid that Zupiter was born and buried 
in their ifland, but alfo fhewed his fepulchre * ; 
and Pythagoras went down into the Idzan cave 
to fee it'!. Cicero fays, that one of the three 
Fupiters was the Cretan, Saturn’s fon, whofe fe- 
pulchre was fhewed in Crete ™; and this the 
Scholiaft upon Callimachus ® tells us was the fe- 
pulchre of Minos. 4. By Saturn the father of 
Fupiter, Cicero being a Latin underftood him 
whom his countrymen called fo. For when Sa- 
turn was expelled his kingdom by his fon, he 
fled firft into Attica, and being there defeated 
by Hercules Ideus °, he fled by fea to Italy, 
which the Poets expreffed by faying that Jupiter 
caft him down to TZartarus, i.e. the Sea: and 
becaufe he lay hid for fome time in Italy, it was 
thence called Saturnia and Latium. Now this 
Saturn P firft carried Letters into Italy, firft 
coined 4 money there, taught the inhabitants 
agriculture ', to make inftruments, and build 
towns. By thefe circumftances it is evident, 
he fled from Crete after Letters, the coin- 
ing of Money, and manual Arts were brought 
into Greece by Cadmus and his followers, 
and from Attica after agriculture was brought 
into Greece by Ceres, and therefore could 


k Lucian. de Sacrif. 

1 Porphyr. vit. Pythag. 

m De Nat. Deor. I. 3. o Hymn. ft. ver, &. 

© Pauf. 1. 5.c.7, 13, 14. & 18. c. 2, 29. 

P Cypr. de Idol. vanit. & Tertul. Apol. c. 10 

§ Hence the Roman /£rarium or Treafury was dedi- 
cated to him, and called des Saturni, the Temple of Sa- 
turn. In memory of his coming into Italy by fea, the 
Latines coined their firft money with an head on one 
fide, and a fhip on the other. 

* Whence he was reprefented like an old man, with 
a {eythe in his hand, 
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not be older than Afferius. 5. Oenotrus, fF 
the fon of Lycaon, and grandfon of Pelaf- 
gus the Egyptian, who fettled in Arcadia in 
the latter days of Eli, carried the firft colony 
into Italy a little before Solomon’s reign, and 
from him that country was called Oenotria. 
Now it was afterwards called Saturnia, and 
therefore Saturn could not be older than Oeno- 
trus, and the other fons of Lycaon who fiou- 
rifhed in David’s reign, and confequently not 
older than Afferzus. 6. Saturn, while he reign- 
ed over the Titans in Olympus a mountain in 
Crete, and Jupiter was educated by the Curetes 
in the Cretan cave *, deceived Rhea, and begat 
Chiron of Philyra. ‘Therefore the Cretan Rhea 
and Saturn were but one generation older than 
Chiron, and confequently not older than Aferi- 
as and Europa the parents of Minos: for Chircn 
lived till the Argonautic Expedition, and had two 
grandfons in it; and Europa came into Greece 
above too years before it, and there married 
Afterius, and bore Minos to him. 7. It has been 
fhown above, that gold, filver, copper and iron 
were firft found out in Greece by the Pheenici- 
ans: And the four ages of the world, the gol- 
den, filver, brazen and iron ages, could not be 
earlier than the invention and ufe of thofe me- 
tals in Greece, and therefore not earlier than 
Cadmus. 

From all thefe circumftances it appears that 
the Saturn, Rhea, and ‘fupiter, the oldeft gods 


+ Sir Ifaac thinks that Oenotrus was the Fanus of the 
Latins, who knew nothing older than Fanus and Saturn. 
Fanus inftituted the Saturnalia, erefted an altar, and 
offered human facrifices to Saturn after his death ; by 
which laft circumftance he feems to have been of the 
race of Lycaon, and this agrees to Oenotrus. Macrob. Sa- 
turn, 1. 1. + 7. 

a Apollon. Argon. I, 2. ver. 1236. 
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of the Greeks, were Afferius, Europa, and Mi- 
70S, and that as the Egyptians who deified their 
kings began their monarchy with the reign of 
the gods and heroes, reckoning Menes the firft 
man who reigned after their gods ; fo the Cre- 
tans had the ages of their gods and heroes, 
calling the firft four ages of their deified kings 
and princes the golden, filver, brazen and iron 
ages. 

 Hefiod b defcribing thefe four ages of the 
gods and demigods of Greece, reprefents them 
as four generations of men, each of which ended 
when the men living in it grew hoary, and 
dropt into the grave, and fays that the 4th ended 
with the wars of Thebes and Troy. Now from 
the coming of the Phoenicians and Curetes with 
Cadmus and Europa into Greece, there were 
juft fo many generations to the deftruction of 
Troy ; for Idomeneus the great grandfon of 
Afterius and Europa was at the fiege of that 
city. When the Argonauts came to Crete they 
flew Talus the fon of Minos, a brazen man, who 
remained of thofe that were of the brazen age: 
therefore the fons of Minos lived in the brazen 
age, and Minos reigned in the filver one : men 
began to plow and fow in the filver age, and 


b Oper. & Di. v. 108. Hefiod makes five ages; the 
golden, filver, brazen, heroic, and iron ages. ‘The 
fourth, he fays, ended with the fiege of Troy, and he 
lived in the 5th; that is, according to Sir Ifaac, with- 
in 30 or 35 years after that fiege, or about ioo after 
the death of Solomon. Homer was much about the fame 
age, for he lived fome time in Ithaca with Mentor, and 
learnt of him feveral things concerning Ulyfles, with 
whom Mentor had been perfonally acquainted. Vita 
homeri Herodoto adfcripta. His Poems were farft. brought 
out of Afia into Greece by Lycurgus, about 270 or 280 
years after Solomon’s death. 
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Ceres who taught them to do it flourifhed in the 
reign of Celeus, Erechtheus and Minos: the 
Jaft woman Jupiter lay with was Alcmena, who 
bore to him Hercules the Argonaut ; this might 
be about the gth or roth of Rehoboam’s reign, 
a little before Minos was flain, and feems to put 
an end to the filver age in which Jupiter reign- 
ed. Chiron was begot by Saturn in the golden 
age, when | iiter was a child in the Cretan 
caye, and fo ight be about 88 years old at the 
Argonautic Expedition ; and this is within the 
reach of nature, the courfe of which is entire- 
ly overturned by thofe «ho make thefe ages much 
longer than ordinary generations °¢. 

This fable of the four ages feems to have 
been made by the Curetes in the fourth age, in 
memory of the firft four ages of their coming 
into Europe, as into a new world, and in ho- 
nour of their country-woman Europa the Cre- 
tau Rhea, and of her husband Aferius the Sa- 
turn of the Latins, and of her fon Minos the 
Cretan Jupiter, and her grandfon Deucalion, 


¢ There is not the leaft room to fancy they were longer 
than ordinary generations from Hefiod’s account of them. 
He calls each age Ww@ avdeemwy, which is word for 
word a generation of men, and ought not to be conftrued 
an age of the world, asfome would have it. He tells us 
each age ended when the men living in itdied, and were 
buried. He fays the third age worked in brafs, and made 
armour of it, becaufe iron was not yet found out ; and 
this fhows Sir Ifaac’s explication to be very juft and na- 
tural, which the contrary one Is not. As he what he 
fays that in the fecond age boys were nurfed by rheir 
mothers 100 years before they came to be men, you need 
only compare it with what he fays of the third age, that 
they were terrible fighting fellows, and yct never eat a 
bit of vittuals: neither of which can be underftood li- 


terally, nor any ferious argument drawn from them. 
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who lived till the Argonautic Expedition, and is 
fometimes reckoned to have been in it, and of 
her great grandfon Idomeneus who warred at 
Troy. 

From the examples of the Egyptians and 
Pheenicians it came in fafhion among the Greeks, 
xJeilew, parentare, to celebrate the funerals of 
dead parents with feftivals, invocations, and f{a- 
crifices offered to their ghofts, and to ereét mag- 
nificent fepulchres in the form of temples, with 
altars and ftatues, to perfons of renown; and 
there to honour them publickly with facrifices 
and invocations. Every man might do it to his 
anceftors, and the cities of Greece did it to all 
the eminent Greeks. ‘They deified their dead in 
feveral manners according to their abilities and 
circumftances, and the merits of the perfon ; 
fome only in private families, as houfhold-gods 
or Dii penates ; others by erecting grave-ftones 
to them in publick, to be ufed as altars for an- 
nual facrifices ; others by building alfo to them 
fepulchres in the form of houfes or temples; and 
fome by appointing myfteries, ceremonies, fet 
facrifices, feftivals, initiations, and a fucceffion 
of priefts for performing thefe inftitutions in 
the temples, and handing them down to pofte- 
rity, Altars might poflibly begin to be erected 
in Europe by the ftrangers that came into it from 
Egypt a little before the days of Cadmus, for 
facrificing to the old god or gods of the colo- 
nies; but temples began there in the days of 
Solomon; for fEacus ¢ the fon of Aigina, who 
was two generations older than the Trojan war, 
is by fome reputed one of the firft who built a 
temple in Greece; and the temple of Funo Ar- 


4 Arnob. ady, gent, lib, 6. 
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nae by that name about the fame time with the 
temple of Solomon ; and the temple built to 
Ceres at Eleufine was not older than the tenth 
year of Solomon’s reign; and yet thefe are the 
firft inftances we meet with in Greece of deify- 
ing the dead with temples, facred rites, facrifi- 
ces, initiations, and a fucceffion of priefts to 
perform them. 

About the fame time were oracles firft brought 
into Greece from Egypt. Sefac having deified 
his father Ammon, ere¢tted temples and oracles 
to him in Thebes, Ammonia and Ethiopia ; and 
this was the original of the worfhip of Jupiter 
Ammon, and the firft mention of oracles in 
prophane hiftory. One of the priefteffes of Ju- 
piter Ammon being brought into Greece by 
fome Phoenician merchants about the middle of 
Solomon’s reign, fet up the oracle of Jupiter at 
Dodona ¢ ; and about the fame time Phemonce 
became the firft prieftefs of Apollo at Delphi, 
and gave oracles in hexameter verfe. By the 
dictates of thefe oracles, which were the firft 
in Greece, idolatry was mightily propagated, 
and the worfhip of the gods of Egypt introdu- 
ced into Greece. For though the Greeks did 
deify and adore their own dead princes, yet moft 
of their idols came from Egypt, particularly the 
twelve called Diz magni majorum gentium. And ac- 
cordingly the firft images of them in Greece had 
their legs bound up like Egyptian mummies, till 
Dedalus found out the art of making ftatues 
with their feet afunder as if they walked. 

Sefoftris, upon his return into Egypt, divided f 
it into 36 Nomes or Counties, and dug a canal 


¢ Herod, |. 2. 


t Diod. |. 1. p. 36. 
from 
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from the Nile to the head city of every Nome, 
and with the earth dug out of it he caufed the 
ground of the city to be raifed higher, and 
built a temple thereon in each city for the wor- 
fhip of the Nome, and in thefe temples fet up 
oracles. By this means the Egyptians of every 
Nome were induced to worfhip the great men 
of the kingdom to whom the Nome, the city, 
and the temple or fepulchre of the God was 
dedicated. For every temple had its proper 
god, modes of worfhip, and annual feftivals, at 
which the council and people of the Nome met 
at certain times to facrifice, regulate the affairs 
of the Nome, adminifter juftice, and buy and 
fell; but Sefac himfelf and his queen, by the 
names of Ofiris and Ifis, were worfhipped 
through all Egypt. In thofe days the writing 
of the Thebans and Ethiopians was in Hiero- 
glyphics, and this way of writing feems to have 
{pread into the lower Egypt in the days of Mo- 
fes; from thence came the worfhip of their 
gods in the various fhapes of birds, beafts, and 
fifhes, forbidden in the fecond commandment. 
Now this emblematical way of writing gave oc- 
cafion to the Thebans and Ethiopians, who in 
the days of Samuel, David, Solomon, and Re- 
hoboam conquered Egypt and the nations round 
about, and erected a mighty empire, to repre 
fent their conquering kings and princes, not by 
writing down their names, but by making vari- 
ous hieroglyphical figures, under which they 
worfhipped them in the fepulchres or temples of 
the Nomes dedicated to them: as an ox, a cat, 
a deg, a cebus, a goat, a lion, a fcarabeus, an 
ichneunton, a crocodile, an hippopotamus, an oxy- 
rinchus, an ibis, a crow, an bawk, a leck; ma- 
king choice of fome creature, whofe moft re- 
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markable qualities had an obvious affinity with 
the character or actions of the perfon reprefent- 
ed by it. Thus they painted Amofis with a 
{cythe, to fignity that king who conquered. the 
Jower Egypt, a country abounding with corn. 
His fon Ammon was painted with ram’s horns, 
becaufe he conquered Lybia, a country abound- 
ing with fheep; he was called Fupéter, and 
reprefented upon an eagle to fignify the fublimi- 
ty of his dominion, and with a thunderbolt be- 
caufe he was a great warrior; he was al- 
fo called Coelus, or Oxranus, and ‘fupiter 
Uranius, and his queen Rbea, Titea, and Funos. 
His fon Sefac was called Ofivis, and reprefented 
by an ox, becaufe he taught the conquered nae 
tions to plow with oxen; he was alfo called Bac- 
chus, and painted with bull’s horns for the fame 
reafon, and with grapes, becaufe he taught the 
nations to plant vines; and upon a tiger, be- 
caufe he fubdued India; he was alfo called Her- 
ules, and painted with pillars and a club, be- 
caufe he fet up pillars in all his conquefts, and 


fought againft the Lybians, whom he conquer- 


ed, with clubs; he was alfo the Mars of the 
antients, and his queen was Jfis, or Afirea *. 
Orus the fon of Ofiris was Apollo, and was 


= Diodorus, ]. 1. 8. fays the Egyptians ufually repre- 
fented that after their Saturn and Rhea reigned Jupiter 
and Juno, the parents of Ofiris and Ifis, the parents of 
Orus and Bubafte. If fo, then Amofis and his queen 
were the Egyptian Saturn and Rhea. 

b When Orus was drowned in the Nile, his fitter Bu- 
bafte killed herfelf by falling from the top of an houfe, 
and their mother Ifis or Aftreza went mad ; and thus 
ended the reign of the gods in Egypt; whence Ovid 
Lays, 

Ultima coclefium terras Aftraa reliquite ay 
painted 
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painted with a harp, becaufe he was a great lo- 
ver and mafter of that inftrument ; he was alfo 
called Helius, or So/, and being drowned in E- 
ridanus or Nile was the Phaetou of the antients: 
his fitter Bubafte was called Se/ene, that is, Lz- 
na, the Diana of the antients. Japetus the fon 
and admiral of Ofiris was called Zyphou, Py- 
thon, and Neptune, and was painted with a 
trident, to fignify the commander of a fleet 
compofed of three fquadrons ; he was firnamed 
Equefiris too, becaufe he furnifhed Solomon, the 
Hittites, and Syrians with horfes, which came 
originally from Lybia; he was alfo called Zgeon, 
and Briareus, and reprefented like a giant with 
50 heads and roo hands, to fignify him with his 
men in a fhip of so oars‘. ‘Thoth the fecreta- 
ry of Ofiris was Mercury, and was reprefented 
with a dog’s head, and wings at his cap and feet, 
and a Caduceus in his hand wreathen about with 
two ferpents, to fignify a man of craft, and an 
ambaflador who reconciled two contending na- 
tions ¢. Pan was reprefented with a pipe and the 


i The Cretans affirmed that Neptune was the firft 
man who fet out a fleet, having obtained the Prefe@ure 
of the fea from his father Saturn. Diod. 1. 5. The in- 
vention of tall fhips with fails is alfo afcribed to him. 
Pauf. lL. 7. ¢ 21. 

+ The war of the Gods and Giants in Egypt was very 
famous. The Gods were the great Men of Egypt, and 
the Giants the great Men of Lybia, who had flain Of- 
vis, and invaded Egypt. Atlas, or Antens, was at the 
head of the Lybians ; Hercules overthrew him feveral 
times, but every time he grew ftronger by recruits from 
Lybia his mother Earth, till Hercules intercepted them, 
and flew him: and this is the foundation of the fable 
of Anteus, whom Hercules could not deftroy, but by 
holding him up from the ground, and fqueezing him 
to death ; and of the fable of Hercules’s conquering 
Atlas, and making him pay tribute out of his golden 
Orchard, the kingdom of Africk. The war was at laft 
compofed by the intervention of Mercury. 
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legs of a goat, to fignify a man who delighted 
in piping and dancing ; he was general of the 
Ethiopians in Sefac’s army, and it was the cu- 
ftom of that people to dance, when they were 
entring into a battel, and from their skipping 
they were painted with goat’s feet, and were 
the Satyrs of the antients. Minerva or Pallas 
commanded the Lybian women, called Amazons, 
in Sefac’s army, whence fhe is painted with a 
helmet. Calycopis the mother of /Eneas, the 
daughter of Otreus king of Phrygia, and the 
miftrefs of Bacchus or Mars, was Venus, and 
was painted in a chariot drawn by two doves, to 
reprefent her amorous and luftful. Her husband 
was Thoas *, a Cretan worker in metals, whom 
Rhadamanthus made king of Lemnos!; and the 
great Bacchus being caught in bed with his 
wife in Phrygia appeafed him with wine, and by 
making him king of Byblus and Cyprus. He 
was alfo called Cinyras, becaufe of his skill on 
the harp, for which he was exceedingly beloved 
by Apollo or Orus. He is the only king celebra- 
ted in hiftory for working in metals, and be- 
caufe he made armour for the Egyptians, was by 
them deified, and had a magnificent temple e- 
rected at Memphis to him, under the name of 
Baal-Canaan or Vulcan. His fon Gingris being 
flain by a wild boar, he deified him by the name 
of Adonis. After the death of his wife Calyco- 
pis, he built ™ temples to her at Paphos, and 
Amathus in Cyprus, and at Byblus in Syria, and 
infticuted priefts to her with facred rites and luft- 


k Hom. Odyff. @. v. 268, 292, Hymn. 1, & 2. in Ven. 
Hefiod. Theog. v. 192. 
1 Diod. 1. 5. p. 238. 

™ Clem. Alexand. Admonit. ad Gent. p. 10, 21. Apol- 

lod. 1.3. c. 13. Pind. Pyth. Od. 2. Hefych, in Keyyvggd\au. 

Steph, in Auadss. Strab, 1.16. p. 7558 fs 
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ful Orgia ; whence fhe became the Dea Cypria 
and the Dea Syria, and from temples erected 
to her in thefe and other places fhe was alfo cal- 
led Paphia, Amathufia, Byblia, Cytherea, Sa~ 
laminia, Cnidia, Erycina, Idalia, &c. From 
her failing from Phrygia to the ifland Cythera, 
and from thence to be queen of Cyprus, fhe 
was faid by the Cyprians to be born of the froth 
of the fea, and was painted failing upon a fhell. 
Her three waiting women became the three Gra- 
ces; and the finging women who accompanied 
Sefoftris in his wars in Thrace, were celebrated 
there by the name of the Muj/es, as were alfo 
the daughters of Péerus a'Thracian who imitated 
them. 

And thus you fee moft of the Heathen gods 
came originally from Egypt; and 12 of them 
contained in this diftich: 

Funo,Vefta,Minerva,Ceres, Diana, Venus, Mars, 

Mercurius, ‘fovis, Neptunus, Vulcanus, Apollo ; 
to whom the Sun, the feven Planets, and the 
four Elements were. dedicated, were called Diz 
magnt majorum Gentian, and brought into Greece 
by Amphictyon the fon of Prometheus, the ne- 
phew of Sefoftris. Yet the Cretan Mythology 
differed in fome things from that of Egypt ; for 
according to the former, Coelus and Terra, or 
Uranus: and Tita, were the parents of Saturn 
and Rhea, and thefe the parents of Jupiter and 
Juno : and Saturn was expelled his kingdom, 
and caftrated by his fom Jupiter ; which fable 
has no place in the Egyptian. Mythology. 

To thefe gods of Egypt, the Greeks added 
an infinite number of their own. Minos was 
not only their Jupiter, but he and his brother 
Rhadamanthus were alfo the Judges of Hell *. 


" Probably becaufe he was renowned for his juftice 
and power at fea, which the Poets called Tartarus. 
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They worfhipped Danae, the daughter of Acri- 
fius and Euridice, by the name of Funo Ar- 
- giva : they deified Ceres, her daughter Profer- 
pina, and her daughter’s husband Pluto, and 
made thefe two King and Queen of hell. They 
deified alfo Ino, the daughter of Cadmus, and 
her fon Melicertus, with a multitude of o- 
thers. 

To feveral of them they inftituted folemn 
games and myfteries. The Olympic Game of 
Racing, to which the Quinquertium was atter- 
wards added by Lycurgus, was firft inftituted 
by Hercules Idzus at Olympia, a place in Elea 
upon the confines of Pifa, near the river Al- 
pheus, in memory of the victory there obtained 
by Jupiter over his father Saturn °. Upon the 
flight of Phryxus and Helle, their father Atha- 
mas went mad, and flew his fon Learchus : 
their ftepmother Ino, who had been the caufe 
of all this mifchief, fearing his refentment, 
threw her felf into the fea with her other fon 
Melicertus ; in honour of whom his uncle Sify- 
phus inftituted the I/bmian games at Corinth °. 
The Eleufinta facra were inftituted with Egyp- 
tian ceremonies, and a fepulchre or temple built 
at Eleufis in Attica, in honour of Ceres, for 
her introducing agriculture : And the Samothra- 
cian myfteries were at the fame time inftituted 
in Samothrace to her and her daughter Profer- 
pina, and her daughter’s husband Pluto, under 
the Phoenician names of Diz Cabirz, (i.e. the 
Great Gods) Axieros, <Axiokerfa, and Axio- 
kerfes. 


° Pauf. I. 5. c. 7, 13, 144 1.8. c. 2, 29. 
» He founded that city about the end of Solomon’s 


reign, 
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Thus have I finifhed my Abftraét of this ex- 
cellent Work, and am perfuaded I need make 
no apology tor having dwelt fo long upon it. 
The ufefulnefs of Chronology, the new and 
curious manner in which Sir Ifaac has treated 
it, together with the confiderable Amendments 
he-has made in it, required that his Sy{tem and 
the arguments with which his opinions are fup- 
ported, fhould be fet in as clear a light as poffi- 
ble. This is what I have endeavoured to do; 
and indeed, it is all that is neceffary to enable 
thofe who think for themfelves, and whofe rea- 
fon is not blind-folded by prejudice, to anfwer 
the unjuft and rafh cavils of a few forward Cri- 
ticks, which for that reafon I did not think 
worth notice ; feeing this, like all Sir Ifaac’s 
Works, needs no other Defence than that of 
being underftood. 

The great events of Antiquity had long lain 
like the ruins of fome mighty building, demo- 
lifhed by the injuries of timé, and hid in rub- 
bifh, notwithftanding the many attempts made 
to repair it. But at laft we fee the noble ftru- 
ture rife, in all its original fymmetry, ftrength 
and beauty ; every material being reftored to 
its ancient and proper place, by the mafterly 
hand of Sir Ifaac Newton ! a man born to be the 
honour of his country, and of human nature it 
felf ; the glory of his own age, and the admi- 
ration of all fucceeding ones ; born for the uni- 
verfal good and improvement of mankind, to 
inftruét them in the moft delightful and ufeful 
knowledge, and to correct thofe errors that 
were in a manner confecrated by their antiqui- 
ty, and eftablifhed by the authority of great 
APRIL 1428. A a names 5 
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names ; who alone has taught us more than all 
the Philofophers before him; who has fo clearly 
explained the greateft myfteries of nature and 
obf{curities of hiftory, that he has hardly left us any 
thing to wonder at but himfelf ; who, had he lived 
in ancient Greece or Rome, would have been 
thought worthy to have ftatues of gold ereéted 
to his memory, or rather he would have been 
ranked among the gods: for no mortal ever ap- 


proached Divinity fo near, 
Nec fas eft propius mortal attingere Divos. 


But his name needs no fuch honours: his own 
works are far more glorious and lafting monu- 
ments to his praife, than thofe of brafs or 
gold: 


Exegit montmentum ere perennits, 
Regalique fitu Pyramidum altius ; 

Quod non imber edax, non Aquilo impotens 
Poffit diruere ; aut innumerabilis 
Annorum feries, €8 fuga temporum. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Fes the fake of thofe who are not skilled in 
Chronology, it may not be improper to 
fubjoin here a method for reducing the years 
of the moft noted /Eras to the years before 
Chrift, by which the reductions made in this 
Abftraé&t may be examined, and the errors cor- 
rected, if any have efcaped me. 
The Fulian Period began 4713 years before 


Chrif# : therefore fubftract the given year of the 
julian 























Art.22. the Republick of Letters. 351 


Fulian Period from 4714 the firft of the Chri- 
ftian ZEra, the remainder is the year Lefore 
Chrift. 

The death of Solomon happened 99 years be- 
fore Chrift: therefore fubftra& the given year 
after the death of Solomon from 979, the re- 
mainder is the year before Chri. 


The firfi Olympiad began 776 years before 
Chrift : every Olympiad contained the fpace of 
four years : therefore the number lefs than the 
number of the given Olympiad muft be multi- 
plied by four, and the gzven year of the given 
Olympiad added to the produét, and the fum of 
thefe two fubftracted from 777, gives the year 
before Chrift. 


The ra of Nabonaffar began on the 
26th of February, 747 years before Chrift. 
The year of Nabonaffar wanted § hours 49 
minutes of ‘the Equinoétial year; and there- 
fore the firft day of it went back, or began 
fooner, about one day in four years, and 
one whole year in 1460 Falian years: {fo that 
1460 ‘Fulian years made 1461 years of Nabo- 
nafjfar. Hence it came to pafs that the Thoth, 
or firft day of the year of Nabouaffar 227, be- 
gun with the 7ulzan year on the firf of Fanu- 
ary ; and that ‘Julian year being Leap-year, and 
fo confifting of 366 days, the Thoth of the 
next year 228 of Nabonaffar begun on the Jaf 
of December in the fame year: fo that two 
years of Nabonaffar begun in one and the fame 
Julian year: and the fame thing happened 
again after 1460 Fulian years, or 1461 years 
of Nabonaffar, viz. in 1688 of that /Era ; and 
again 
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apain in 3149 of the fame Era. Thefe three 
numbers therefore muft be obferved, viz. 


227. 1688. 3149. 


And if the year of Nabonaffar given to be re- 
duced be not greater than the firft number, 
fubftract it from 748 ; if it be greater than the 
firft, but not greater than the fecond, fubftraét 
it from 749 ; and_if it be greater than the fe- 
cond, but not greater than the third, . fubftra& 
it from 750: the remainder will always give you 
the year before Chrift. 





